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and the average server wastes
one-third of its power,” says 
Urs Holzle, senior vice
president of operations at
Google. “The initiative is setting
a new 90 percent efficiency
target for power supplies,
which if achieved will reduce
greenhouse gas emissions by
54 million tons per year—and
save $5.5 billion in energy costs.”

The initiative, which also
includes Dell, EDS, the
Environmental Protection
Agency, HP, IBM, Lenovo,
Microsoft, and more than a
dozen other organizations, 
aims to cut greenhouse gas
emissions in an amount equal to
removing more than 11 million
cars from the road, or shutting
down 20 500-megawatt coal-
fired power plants by 2010. 

“Computers have helped 
us make huge strides toward 
a more efficient world today, 
with reduced travel, more

productivity, online transactions
and more,” says Pat Gelsinger,
senior vice president and
general manager of Intel’s
Digital Enterprise Group. “But
with today’s latest energy-
efficient technologies, we can
do even more. The commitment
of the initiative’s member
companies is a firm statement
of our collective resolve to
make an enormous impact.”

The initiative is inspired by
WWF’s successful Climate Savers
program (worldwildlife.org/
climatesavers), which partners
with corporations—including
Nike, Johnson & Johnson and
HP—to reduce their carbon
dioxide emissions. 

“Recent estimates have

Scientists Make Exciting
Discoveries in the Mekong

Critically Endangered Species 
Found in Vietnam, Cambodia

Scientists found two critically
endangered species during
recent surveys in Southeast
Asia’s Mekong ecoregion,
raising hope for their survival.
In Vietnam, a team of scientists
from WWF and Conservation
International (CI) discovered
the world’s largest known
population of grey-shanked
doucs. And along the Mekong
River in Cambodia, scientists
from WWF, CI, the Cambodian
Turtle Conservation Team and
Cambodian Fisheries
Administration captured a
Cantor’s giant soft-shell turtle. 

The grey-shanked douc is
one of the world’s 25 most
endangered primates.
Scientists conducting the
census in Que Phuoc
Commune in Vietnam’s Quang
Nam Province recorded at least
116 animals, but since only a
small part of the area was
surveyed, it is possible that
more doucs may be surviving
in the adjacent forest. Less
than 1,000 individuals are
believed to be left, and up until
now only one other population
with more than 100 animals
was known to exist.

Led by Google and Intel, a
coalition of computer industry
leaders and organizations
joined with WWF to launch the
Climate Savers Computing
Initiative, which aims to save
energy and reduce green-
house gases by setting
aggressive targets for
improving the energy efficiency
of computers and servers over
the next four years.

“The average desktop PC
wastes nearly half of its power

Tech Industry Pledges to Reduce Carbon Footprint
Launches Climate
Savers Computing
Initiative

Join the Climate Savers Computing 
Initiative and make a pledge to 
increase your computer’s efficiency.
By 2010, the focused effort of all 
who join is expected to make a 
50 percent reduction in power 
consumption by computers.

Visit climatesaverscomputing.org for details.

A team of scientists in Vietnam
found at least 116 grey-shanked
doucs—the largest known
population. And in Cambodia,
scientists discovered Cantor’s
giant soft-shell turtles, one of the
world’s largest and least-studied
freshwater turtles.

MEMBER NEWS

WWF’s 2008 Tour 
Lineup Debuts

More snorkeling oppor-
tunities, family-friendly
adventures and revamped
classics are the newest
components of the WWF
Membership Travel Program’s
2008 tour lineup, which
debuts in full in this edition 
of FOCUS.

From mysterious Bengal
tigers in India to colonies of
penguins in Antarctica to
cotton candy-colored
flamingos in the Galápagos
Islands, wildlife takes center
stage on our small-group,
eco-responsible outings. We
plan itineraries around the
wildlife you want to see.

For more information, visit
worldwildlife.org/travel or
call WWF’s Membership Travel
Program at 1-888-993-8687. 
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“This is an exciting and
important discovery because of
the large size of the population,”
says Barney Long, Central
Truong Son Conservation
Landscape coordinator for
WWF’s Greater Mekong-Vietnam
program. “It’s very rare to
discover a population of this
size with such high numbers 
in a small area, especially for 
a species on the brink of
extinction. This indicates that
the population has not been
impacted by hunting like all
other known populations of 
the species.”

Grey-shanked doucs 
are tree-dwelling colobine
monkeys. Like many primate
species in Vietnam, they face
an uncertain future due to
hunting and habitat loss. This
douc population was first
discovered in August 2005
during a WWF survey as 
part of a feasibility study to
establish a new protected area.
The proposed protected area,
called Central Quang Nam
Species and Habitat Con-
servation Area, will not only
protect the doucs, but also a

IS YOUR COMPUTER
ENERGY EFFICIENT?
See page 8

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 ➤
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WWF is studying the effects changes
in sea ice habitat are having on 
polar bears.
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The beautiful, cobalt blue hyacinth macaw is
the largest and most powerful of the world’s
parrots—and it is endangered. There are only
three known distinct hyacinth macaw
populations, found in tropical forests in
southern Brazil, eastern Bolivia and
northeastern Paraguay.

Habitat: South American tropical forests

Diet: Coconuts, palm fruits, seeds, buds and
berries

Threats: Habitat loss and capture for the
illegal bird trade

Interesting Fact: Hyacinth macaws possess
powerful beak pressure, ideally suited to
cracking open favorite foods like palm nuts
and seeds, which would otherwise be
inaccessible.

Hyacinth Macaw
(Anodorhynchus hyacinthinus)

Be An Effective Online Activist
WWF’s Conservation Action

Network— wwf.worldwildlife.
org/action—enables support-
ers to help safeguard wildlife
around the globe by sending
letters to decision makers 
when important conservation
policy decisions are about to
be made. When using the
Conservation Action Network 
to speak out, you will be more
effective if you add your own
thoughts to our pre-written
letters.

Citizens using the Internet
are inundating members of
Congress and other leaders

with email, much of it
duplicative. As a result,
decision makers are placing
much greater weight on
messages that are written 
by individuals. 

When editing your letter, you
needn’t do additional research 
or present new arguments.
Simply rewriting the message in
your own words will increase its
power. Feel free to significantly
shorten the letter and just make
the main points. You will have
the greatest impact if you
describe why the issue is
important to you personally

and how the
proposed policy will
affect you and your
local community. 

When you are
short on time, don’t
hesitate to send our 
pre-written letters.
Lots of identical
messages do make 
a difference. But

whenever possible, ratchet up
your impact by personalizing
your communication.  
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Writing your own
message to Congress
will increase its power.

President’s MessageTAKE ACTION

World Wildlife Fund
1250 24th Street, NW

Washington, DC 20037

202-293-4800

worldwildlife.org

focus September/October
Volume 29, Number 5

speciesSPOTLIGHT

HELP SAVE THE WORLD’S MACAWS! Visit worldwildlife.org/adopt to symbolically adopt a
macaw.Your contribution will be used to protect this species in the wild.
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Journey to the Bering Sea

Visit worldwildlife.org/
beringsea and join Margaret
on her journey across the vast
and frozen tundra, and learn
more about WWF’s work in the
Bering Sea & Kamchatka
ecoregion.

WORLDWILDLIFE.ORG

I
recently went to China for
meetings in Beijing dealing with the global forces
of climate change and water scarcity, but I was
also determined to see the landscapes that we
have prioritized for our work in this vast country. Cities dotted with cranes, a new

generation of housing, stadiums, and endless office buildings speak volumes of China’s
meteoric growth and devotion to economic progress. But just a few miles beyond the cities,
one finds oneself on back roads that present a very different face of China. 

Moving up the Minshan River Valley into the Tibetan plateau, I joined colleagues from Canada,
Switzerland, Greece, Great Britain and China to explore one of the world’s greatest landscapes,
the Upper Yangtze. At Wanglang Nature Reserve, we stood at 11,000 feet in an old growth forest,
with centuries of moss underfoot and cascades of azaleas and lady slippers blooming as far as
the eye could see. Another morning, while visiting a forest restoration project linking panda
reserves, I followed the haunting call of the golden pheasant and found myself face to face with
the luminous male bird shining in the morning mist. Finally, we joined researchers in the forest as
they tracked pandas using a wide array of technology and monitoring techniques.  

And, to be sure, I will never forget our culinary adventures. From nibbling fried chicken
toes, to joining scientists in a Szechuan noodle shop, to haggling over fresh pastries on the
street, it was an unforgettable cultural experience. 

Astonishing forces are changing China’s landscape, its people and its culture. But the
magic remains, if you know where to look for it. As a WWF member, you too can witness the
natural wonders of China and many other magical places. Through our travel program, you
can get close to spectacular wildlife and see firsthand the projects your donations help
support. See the catalog enclosed with this issue of FOCUS to learn about rare opportunities
to know conservation work at a profound and personal level. 

My trip to China deepened my understanding of the immense challenges and opportunities
facing that country. Conditions are ripe for supporting the government in major conservation
initiatives, whether it’s linking panda reserves, or working with local communities to reduce
their pressure on the landscape by finding sustainable alternatives, or exploring better ways
to source natural resources from around the globe.

While we work in all of the major capitals of the world, some of our most important projects
are in its most remote corners. It’s this type of engagement that makes our work and WWF’s
travel program so unique. I hope you can experience the magic for yourself. 

Carter S. Roberts

Experiencing
Conservation Firsthand

Astonishing forces
are changing China’s
landscape, its people
and its culture.
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Margaret Williams, leader of
WWF’s Bering Sea & Kamchatka
ecoregion, embarked on an
expedition in April to Chukotka,
the northeastern-most corner 
of Siberia. Joined by Russian
and American colleagues, she
traveled over 700 miles across
the roadless, snow-covered
Chukotka Peninsula to reach
the small village of Vankarem,
north of the Arctic Circle on the
Chukchi Sea. The expedition is
part of an ambitious effort to
protect and study polar bears
and address an increasing
problem caused by climate
change: conflict between polar
bears and humans. 
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Rhino Poaching 
Surges in Africa
Horns Illegally Traded to Asia, Middle East

An increase in the volume of rhino horns entering the illegal
trade market from Africa since 2000 could be placing some
populations at serious risk, according to research by TRAFFIC,
WWF’s wildlife trade monitoring network. Poaching is most severe
in Zimbabwe and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), where
60 percent of the rhino population was illegally killed between 
2003 and 2005.

Rhino horns are shipped to illegal markets, mainly in Asia and
the Middle East, where they are used in traditional medicines and
to make traditional dagger handles. East and Southeast Asia and
Yemen are important destinations, and trade appears to have
increased since 2000.

The Secretariat of the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) has called
for better cross-border collaboration between countries along

smuggling routes. Secure
management of horn stocks has
also proved important to prevent
horns leaking to the illegal market.

As a result of such measures, African countries such as
Swaziland and Namibia have achieved considerable success 
in combating poaching and the associated illegal trade. And

despite poaching and illegal trade, 
rhino populations in Africa are on the
whole, increasing.

“While the overall increase in African
rhino populations is encouraging, better
law enforcement and protection measures
against poaching are still needed,
especially in the DRC and Zimbabwe,”
says Dr. Sybille Klenzendorf, director of
WWF’s Species program.

Russia Declares Parks 
for Tiger Conservation
Important Steps 
in Protection of
Siberian Tiger

After years of advocacy by
WWF, the Russian government
has created the first national
parks in the Russian Far East
for tiger conservation. Together,
Zov Tigra National Park and

Udege Legend
National Park will
provide 419,000

acres of protected area for
Siberian tigers. 

“This is a huge victory for
tiger conservation and is
enormously important for the
survival of the world’s largest
cat,” says Dr. Darron Collins,
managing director of WWF’s
Amur-Heilong program.

The 200,000-acre Zov Tigra,
which translates to “Roar of the

Tiger,” was declared in June
and is the first protected area
with “national park” status ever
established in the Russian Far
East. Such status means that 
it will be managed for both
nature conservation and
tourism in much the same way
national parks in the United
States are managed.

Less than a week after Zov
Tigra was declared, the
government established the
219,000-acre Udege park. In
addition to tigers, the park is
home to the Udege people, 
an indigenous group that has
inhabited the region for more
than 15 centuries. WWF will
work with the Udege community
to ensure that their rights of
traditional use are maintained.

Sharp Decline in Nepal’s 
Rhino Population

UPDATE: RHINOS

conservationNEWS
Severe conflict over the past few
years in Nepal thwarted rhino
conservation efforts and resulted 
in a dramatic increase of poaching.
Since peace was restored in April
2006, more security posts have 
been restored.
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Rhino poaching is most severe in
the Democratic Republic of
Congo and Zimbabwe.

UPDATE

Poachers Took Advantage of Maoist Insurgency
Only 31 rhinos were counted during a recent survey of Nepal’s

Bardia National Park, according to the country’s Department of
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation. A previous census,
carried out in 2000, found 67 rhinos—37 in the Geruwa River
floodplain, and 30 in the Babai River floodplain.

Between 1986 and 2003, WWF helped translocate 83 rhinos
from Nepal’s Royal Chitwan National Park to Bardia to create a new
viable population. Of those, five rhinos are believed to have
migrated from Bardia to Katerniaghat Wildlife Sanctuary in India
through the Khata forest corridor. 

In the past few years, intense conflict during the country’s Maoist
insurgency dramatically impacted conservation efforts and decreased
the number of security posts in the area. As a result, a large number
of wild animals were poached, according to the Department of
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation. Since peace was restored
in April 2006, several security posts have been reinstated.

“The results of the rhino census in Bardia National Park will not
discourage our conservation efforts,” says Anil Manandhar, country
representative of WWF Nepal. “If anything, we should all redouble
our efforts to save this endangered species from the threats of
illegal wildlife trade and loss of habitat.”

The survey took place over 10 days in May, and was conducted
by 12 researchers on elephant back. The census was supported
by WWF and the National Trust for Nature Conservation.
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Zov Tigra National Park and
Udege Legend National Park
together will provide 419,000
acres of protected area for
Siberian tigers. Zov Tigra is the
first protected area with “national
park” status in Russia.
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F
rom its headwaters in the Tibetan Plateau, the Mekong
River flows almost 3,000 miles through the steep mountain
gorges of the Yunnan Province in China, through the
tropical and dry forests of Laos, Cambodia and Thailand,

and through the rich deltas of Vietnam, before finally meeting the
South China Sea. Along its course, there is living evidence of the
region’s deep history— from the nomadic cultures of Tibet to the
ancient Kingdom of Siam to the architectural wonder of Angkor Wat.

The Mekong is the lifeline of an entire region, including the 80
million people who depend on the river and its tributaries for
livelihoods, transportation, food, water and irrigation. Deep in 
its muddy waters, approximately 1,300 species of fish reside—
including the Mekong giant catfish,the world’s largest freshwater
fish. And beyond the river, the Greater Mekong forests and
mountains sustain an extraordinary range of unique and
endangered species, from the beautiful douc langur to the
extremely rare Javan rhino to the recently discovered saola.

“The abundance of biodiversity in the Mekong is rivaled only 
by the Amazon River, which is six times larger,” says Dekila
Chungyalpa, priority leader for WWF’s Mekong program. But
threats to the region are substantial: hydropower dams and other
infrastructure development, relentless wildlife trade, unsustainable
timber trade, and mining and agriculture expansions. 

WWF: Making a Lasting Difference
WWF began working in the Greater Mekong region in the 1980s and

today we focus our efforts on three priority ecoregions: the Mekong
River, the Lower Mekong Dry Forests and the Greater Annamites.

“Our decades of on-the-ground presence and science-based
research are why we are so credible and respected,” Chungyalpa says.

Our efforts are paying off. “Just 10 years after we began creating
protected areas in the Greater Mekong, we’re seeing
incredible results. In some areas, there’s a resurgence in
species that we thought had gone extinct,” she says.

Chungyalpa points to the hog deer, which was thought
to have disappeared from southeast Asia until a year ago,
when WWF researchers discovered a small population.
“This is a good indicator that securing habitats can actually
reverse declining populations of endangered species,” she
says. But even more, “it’s a perfect example of why we do
what we do. It really does work.”

From the Mekong’s headwaters in Tibet to where it
flows into the South China Sea, WWF will continue to
protect the future of this majestic river and the amazing
landscapes that surround it. 

Sustaining
Wildlife & People
In Vietnam’s Quang 
Nam Province, which 
is part of the Greater
Annamites, WWF
launched the MOSAIC
Project (Management 
of Strategic Areas for
Integrated Conser-
vation), which aims to
manage the region’s
forests and rivers while
sustaining the social
and economic values 
of indigenous local
communities.The
MOSAIC project has
proven so successful 
in Quang Nam that 
WWF is expanding it 
to other ecoregions.©
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The region is home to more than 95
distinct ethnic and indigenous
groups.

The Greater Mekong ecoregion
covers over 200 acres and spans 
six countries: China, Mynamar, Laos,
Thailand, Cambodia and Vietnam.
Fourteen World Heritage sites are
located here.
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LEARN MORE: Visit worldwildlife.org/Mekong 
to learn more about the Greater Mekong and to 
find out how you can support WWF’s efforts 
to protect it.
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The Mekong:The River of Life
SUSTAINABLE FISHING

WWF is working with local fishermen to limit the use
of gillnets, particularly those with large mesh sizes,
which are in part responsible
for the rapid population
decline of giant fish species
and the Irrawaddy dolphin.

“Over the past few 
years, fishermen have 
seen the fish disappearing
before their eyes,” says
Chungyalpa. “They are 
as anxious as we are to
protect the remaining fish
populations. Their future
depends on it.”

GREEN HYDROPOWER
As rapid economic

development continues
along the Mekong River, large hydropower projects
are seen as an easy way to provide power for all 
of Southeast Asia. But dams greatly threaten the
Mekong’s biodiversity and in turn threaten the
livelihoods of the people who have lived off the
resources of the river for centuries. 

WWF is actively engaged with the Mekong River
Commission and the Asian Development Bank to
ensure that any real needs for additional hydropower
energy can be met with the least environmental and
social impacts.

Greater Annamites:
Mountains Full of Mystery

To the east of the Mekong River are the Greater
Annamites, a chain of mountains running through Laos,
Vietnam and Cambodia. The Annamites’ unique moist
and sheltered climate provides a natural refuge for many
species, including tigers, elephants, the extremely rare
Javan rhino and saola. The
mountains are also home to 
more than 70 different ethnic
groups who depend on the 
area for their livelihoods.

But the Greater Annamites
are threatened by unsus-
tainable development, illegal
logging and wildlife trade
activities. A growing human population is
exacerbating this problem. WWF is working with the
government to turn over more than 500,000 acres of
forested land to communities for sustainable use. And,
WWF is training local park rangers to better monitor
the forests to stem poaching and encroachment. 

“We hope this combination will both protect
endangered species and sustain local populations,”
says Barney Long, Central Truong Son Conservation
Landscape coordinator for WWF’s Greater Mekong-
Vietnam program.

DOUC LANGUR 
The douc langur is often considered the most beautiful
of all primates because of its brilliant color. Three
species of doucs are found in the Greater Mekong—
red-shanked, grey-shanked and black-shanked (see
page 1). They live and eat in the middle canopy of
trees, rarely descending to the ground. They are
threatened by wildlife trade and habitat destruction. 

SAOLA
Scientists from WWF and Vietnam’s Ministry of Forestry
discovered the saola in 1992 while conducting a
survey in Vu Quang Nature Reserve. Because it is so
elusive, little is known about this tiny deer-like creature.
WWF has been working to protect the saola since 
its discovery and recently established a “Saola
Landscape” with the Vietnam government in the
Greater Annamites.

IRRAWADDY DOLPHIN
Identified by its bulging forehead and short beak, the
Irrawaddy dolphin is threatened by mining, pollution,
accidental entanglement in fishing nets and large
hydropower dams. WWF is working to establish
sustainable livelihood programs to deter overfishing in
this river dolphin’s habitat and create incentives for local
communities to care about dolphin conservation through
ecotourism programs.

MEKONG GIANT CATFISH
The world’s largest freshwater fish, the Mekong giant
catfish can reach over 660 pounds. It is threatened by
destructive fishing practices and dams and other river
diversions. This year, WWF helped establish a trans-
boundary agreement between Laos and Thailand 
to reduce overfishing and improve management of 
an important stretch of the Mekong River where the 
fish spawns.

The abundance of biodiversity
in the Mekong is rivaled only by
the Amazon River, which is six
times larger.

The forests that once cloaked the Greater Mekong region are now
severely fragmented, driven by the uncontrolled timber trade.
“Chances are, if you’ve purchased furniture in the United States,
particularly outdoor furniture, you bought illegal wood that comes
from the forests of the Mekong,” Dekila says.

WWF is collaborating with companies, communities and
governments to encourage responsible forestry practices that
lead to forest certification under the sustainability standards set 
by the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC).The certification offers
communities many benefits, including access to high-end export
markets, which pay a premium for wood from sustainably
managed forests.

Lower Mekong Dry Forests:
Spectacular Biodiversity

The topography of the Lower Mekong Dry Forests is
dramatic, transforming from brown, withering trees in
the dry season to lush green foliage in the wet season. 

The relatively intact forests support nearly 500 bird
species and some of the world’s most diverse and
abundant large mammal populations, including Asian
elephants, tigers and leopards.

Tucked along the Cambodia-Vietnam border is the
Srepok Wilderness Area. Years of isolation, the
consequence of decades of war and civil strife, have left
the area and its rich biodiversity relatively untouched.
But this natural wealth is highly threatened by land
conversion, illegal logging and a ferocious wildlife trade.

WWF is working with local communities and authorities
to develop an ecotourism venture similar to the
successful game reserves of South Africa. The aim 
is not only to protect this important landscape, but to
generate new, alternative jobs for local people who 
were previously involved in illegal wildlife trade and
logging activities. 

LOOK FOR THE LABEL: The
FSC label guarantees that your
purchase was made from wood
harvested to rigorous standards.
Visit fsc.org for more information.

THE GREATER MEKONG IS HOME TO
MANY OF THE MOST UNIQUE WILD
SPECIES IN THE WORLD. HERE’S A
LOOK AT JUST A FEW.

Rich Biodiversity
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The 80 million people who live
in the Mekong basin are
heavily dependent on the river
and its natural resources.The
river provides more than three
fourths of the animal dietary
protein consumed by the
basin’s population.



Arctic Tale, a new movie from
National Geographic, tells the
story of a walrus named Seela
and a polar bear named Nanu
on their journeys from birth to
maturity in the Arctic wilderness.
As told by Queen Latifah, Arctic
Tale is truly an epic adventure
that explores the vast frozen
world of the great north.

WWF and three other conser-
vation organizations will each
receive equal shares from 5
percent of the lifetime domestic
box office revenue to support
our work in the Arctic and other
critical habitats.

And, when you make a
symbolic animal adoption (at
$50 or more) of a polar bear or
walrus from WWF, you’ll receive
an Arctic Tale picture book
absolutely FREE! 

Go to worldwildlife.org/gifts
by September 30 for this special
offer. Visit arctictalemovie.com
to find movie showtimes, plus
tips on how to live a greener life
and conserve the Arctic.

Cool Off with Arctic Tale and WWF
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placed emissions from the
information and communica-
tions technology industries as
high as 2 percent of global
emissions, making it a key
sector for ensuring energy
efficiency gains,” says John
Donoghue, senior vice
president of WWF. 

The initiative’s energy
efficiency benchmarks will
begin by following the EPA’s
Energy Star guidelines, but 
the requirements will increase
over the next several years. 
For example, 2007 Energy Star
specifications require that PC
power supplies meet at least
80 percent minimum efficiency;
the initiative would require a
minimum of 90 percent by 2010.

The coalition also plans to
launch a campaign to educate
consumers, corporations and
governments on how to use
computer equipment more
efficiently. 

For more information on 
the initiative and a listing 
of participants, just visit
climatesaverscomputing.org.

One of the simplest and
most efficient ways to donate
to WWF is by contributing
through Earth Share in your
workplace charity campaign.
Earth Share manages work-
place giving campaigns for 
the world’s most respected
environmental and conser-
vation charities, and represents
more than 400 state, regional,
national and international
organizations in hundreds 
of giving campaigns across 
the country.

Contribute to WWF at Your Workplace

Tech Industry
Continued from page 1

WWF is a proud member of
Earth Share. What does this
mean to you? You and your
fellow employees can choose
to donate to WWF by pledging
a small amount of each
paycheck to be automatically
contributed over the course of
a year—and all gifts are tax
deductible to the extent
allowed by law. Use WWF’s
new Earth Share designation
number, 12072, when making
your selection on your pledge
form this fall and return it to

your campaign coordinator. You
can help us make huge strides
in working to protect the future
of nature around the globe.

Giving as a 
Federal Employee

As a member of Earth Share,
WWF participates each fall in
the largest workplace giving
campaign in the nation, the
Combined Federal Campaign
(CFC). If you are a federal
government or U.S. military

employee and would like to
give to WWF through the CFC,
please enter CFC code number
12072 on your pledge card
during the next fund drive.

Participating Companies

More and more companies
are giving their employees the

opportunity to support WWF
through Earth Share, and many
will match your gift. To find out
if your employer is an Earth
Share workplace partner, check
Earth Share’s website at
earthshare.org and click on
“workplace campaigns.” If your
workplace is not currently
involved, Earth Share will work
with your employer to set up a
program that meets your
company’s needs. For more
information, please visit Earth
Share online at earthshare.org,
or contact WWF’s Michael Kite
at 202-293-4800.
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According to the TRAFFIC study, worldwide there is an average of three ivory
seizures per day.The biggest demand for illicit ivory comes from Chinese
markets.

Asian-run crime organiza-
tions based in Africa are behind
the increase in illegal trade in
elephant ivory, according to 
a study by TRAFFIC, WWF’s
wildlife trade monitoring network.
The Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Cameroon and Nigeria
are home to the largest sources
of illegal ivory. 

The TRAFFIC report is based
on analysis of almost 12,400
ivory seizure cases from 82
countries recorded since 1989
in the Elephant Trade Informa-
tion System (ETIS)—the world’s
largest database of elephant
product seizure records. 

“Central Africa is hemor-
rhaging ivory and these three
countries are major conduits for
trafficking illicit ivory from the
region to international markets,
particularly in Asia,” says Tom
Milliken, director of TRAFFIC’s
African program and the
principal author of the study. 

The number of ivory seizures

worldwide averages 92 cases
per month, or three per day.
Chinese markets create a high
demand for illicit ivory, which
arrives either directly or through
ports such as Hong Kong,
Macao and Taiwan. Japan and
Thailand are also important
final destinations. Ivory often
flows through the Philippines.
Together, these seven countries
and territories account for 62
percent of the ivory recovered
in the 49 largest seizure cases
recorded by ETIS.

“This demonstrates greater
sophistication, organization
and finance behind the illegal
movement of ever-larger
volumes of ivory from Africa
and Asia,” says Crawford Allan,
director of TRAFFIC North
America. “China needs to
reach out to the growing
Chinese communities in Africa
with a clear message that
involvement in illegal ivory
trade will not be tolerated.”

Illegal Ivory Trade Increases in Africa
Asian Crime Organizations Behind Surge
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Support WWF on eBay
The next time you sell an
item on eBay, you can
designate WWF to
receive a percentage of
the final sale price.
Powered by MissionFish,
eBay Giving Works is the
dedicated program for
charity listings on eBay.
Visit missionfish.org/wwf
to get involved.

FREE 
Arctic Tale 

Movie Picture 
Book
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A copy of World Wildlife Fund’s latest financial report may be obtained by writing to World Wildlife Fund, 1250 Twenty-Fourth Street, NW,
Washington, DC 20037; (202) 293-4800. Residents of the following states may obtain information directly by contacting the state agencies
listed below. REGISTRATION WITH OR LICENSING BY A STATE AGENCY DOES NOT CONSTITUTE OR IMPLY ENDORSEMENT,
APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THAT STATE. 

Florida: A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF
CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE, WITHIN THE STATE, 1-800-HELP-FLA. SC NO. 00294. Maryland: For the cost of
postage and copying, documents and information filed under the Maryland charitable organizations laws can be obtained from the
Secretary of State, Charitable Division, State House, Annapolis, MD 21401. Michigan: MCIS No. 9377. Mississippi: The official
registration and financial information of World Wildlife Fund may be obtained from the Mississippi Secretary of State’s office by calling 1-
888-236-6167. New Jersey: Information filed with the Attorney General concerning this charitable solicitation may be obtained from the
Attorney General of the State of New Jersey by calling 973-504-6215. New York: A copy of World Wildlife Fund’s latest annual report can
be obtained from World Wildlife Fund or from the Office of the Attorney General by writing the Charities Bureau, 120 Broadway, New York,
NY 10271. North Carolina: Financial information about World Wildlife Fund and a copy of its license are available from the State
Solicitation Licensing Branch at 1-888-830-4989. Pennsylvania: The official registration and financial information of World Wildlife Fund
may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free,within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Virginia: Financial
statements are available from the State Division of Consumer Affairs, P.O. Box 1163, Richmond, VA 23218. Washington: Information
relating to the financial affairs of World Wildlife Fund is available from the Secretary of State, and the toll-free number for Washington
Residents: 1-800-332- 4483. West Virginia: West Virginia residents may obtain a summary of the registration and financial documents
from the Secretary of State, State Capitol, Charleston, WV 25305.

herd of elephants that lives in
the lowland forests in the south. 

In Cambodia, scientists
captured a Cantor’s giant soft-
shell turtle, one of the world’s
largest and least-studied
freshwater turtles. In Laos, only
a few records of the species
exist, and it appears to have
disappeared across much of its
former range in Vietnam and
Thailand. Overharvesting and
habitat destruction have
ravaged the species’ numbers.

The Cantor’s giant soft-shell
turtle has a rubbery skin and
ribs fused together to form a
protective layer over the
internal organs. To protect itself
from predators, it spends 95
percent of its life hidden in
sand or mud with only its eyes
and nose showing. The turtle

can grow up to 6 feet and
weigh more than 110 pounds.

“Scientists had thought that
the species had almost
disappeared from the Mekong,
so this is an incredibly
important discovery,” says
Dekila Chungyalpa, priority
leader of WWF’s Greater
Mekong program. “It is
imperative that we protect this
site so we can make sure that
the Cantor’s turtle survives.”

Exciting Discoveries
Continued from page 1

Fifth graders at Hopkins Elementary
School in Hopkinton, Mass., increased
awareness about global warming and
raised funds to support WWF’s
efforts to protect polar bears.

CLOSE UP: GREATER MEKONG

Dekila Chungyalpa’s interest in the environ-
ment was sparked in her teens, when she saw

firsthand the devastation that
resulted from the construction 
of a hydropower dam in her
native land of Sikkim, in
northeast India. “It wasn’t
simply the environmental
degradation or the loss of a
well-known sacred site,” she
says. “The dam devastated the
lives of local farmers, many of
whom lost their homes and their
livelihoods. For these people
living on the margins, conser-
vation and livelihoods were one
and the same.”

Today, she is based in
Washington, D.C., and has led
WWF’s efforts in the Greater
Mekong since 2005. Prior to
this, she worked for WWF in 
the Eastern Himalayas and
South Asia. 

Dekila—who speaks
Sikkimese, Tibetan, Hindi and
Nepali—has helped establish
programs in the Greater
Mekong that benefit both local
communities and wildlife. “Our
projects work best when we
understand what lies in the
heart of a community—its
aspirations and its needs—and
can marry this understanding
with a conservation voice.”

To read Dekila’s travel diary
from her recent trip to the Greater

Mekong, visit wwfblogs.org/mekongblog.

Born in Siem Reap, Teak Seng is from a
generation of Cambodians who were driven 
to improve their country after
witnessing the wreckage of the
genocidal Khmer Rouger era.
“During that period, Cambodia’s
intelligentsia was just about
wiped out,” he says. “I think
many people of my generation
are very conscious that we have
to fill that void.”

Teak worked on several
conservation projects in
Cambodia before receiving his
master’s degree from Yale in
2003 with support from WWF’s
Education for Nature program.
He then returned to Cambodia
to help establish a permanent
WWF office and became one 
of the first locally appointed
nongovernmental directors in the
country.  The staff has achieved
several successes, including
getting key stakeholders—from
ministers to the community—to
agree on the ambitious vision of
designating protected areas and
creating effective management
structures to protect Cambodia’s
Eastern Plains landscape.

Despite the myriad of
challenges in the Greater
Mekong, Teak remains optimistic.
“At WWF, we have the opportunity
to do something,” he says. “So
many people understand what
WWF stands for and support the
work we do. It’s a big responsibility and one I take
very seriously, but I’m also very proud to be a 
part of it.”

Teak Seng
Country Director, WWF-Cambodia

Dekila Chungyalpa
Priority Leader, WWF’s Mekong Program

Dekila Chungyalpa

Instead of just reading about global warming in textbooks, a
group of fifth-graders at Hopkins Elementary School in Hopkinton,
Mass., decided to do something about it. While discussing options
for action, students taking science with teachers Nili Schnairsohn
and Sue Green agreed to help save animals threatened by global
warming and chose to focus their efforts on polar bears. 

“After hearing about WWF through a fellow teacher, and reading
more about their work on global warming and polar bears on their
website, we knew WWF was an organization that would put our
money to work where it was needed,” Schnairsohn says. 

The students were organized into 10 different committees and
often spent their spare time researching global warming and
coming up with creative ways to raise awareness and funds. The
result was a schoolwide Polar Bear Week, with activities ranging
from bracelet and bake sales to educational brochures and posters
to a daily trivia question broadcast over the school’s public address
system. A couple of months later, students organized a successful
walkathon and started recycling centers in their classrooms.  

Students kept journals throughout the project and came away
from the experience with increased awareness about global
warming and the belief that they can make a difference. As a result
of the combined activities, $3,850 was raised to support WWF’s
conservation work and 77 polar bears were adopted. 

Students Raise Funds to Save Polar Bears
Turn Lesson into Campaign to Reduce Global Warming

Salmon farming in Chile’s Patagonian lakes has doubled in the 
last decade, contaminating them with nutrient pollution, invasive
species, disease and harmful chemicals, a WWF study finds. WWF
is urging the Chilean industry to move juvenile fish production from
freshwater ecosystems to land-based systems, which would reduce
environmental pressures while increasing Chile’s competitiveness in
the global salmon trade. The majority of salmon consumed in the

United States is farmed, and
the bulk of it comes from
Chile.

Salmon producers use 
16 lakes as well as rivers
and estuaries in southern
Chile to raise juvenile
salmon, known as smolt.
Smolt production has
sharply increased over the
last several years, jumping
from 91 million in 1998 to
293 million in 2005. In order
to sustain these production
levels while conserving the
country’s freshwater

ecosystems, according to the study, smolt production must move
to man-made recirculation plants on land.

“Adopting better practices in the salmon farming industry—and
in particular, transitioning companies out of Patagonian lakes—is a
win-win situation,” says David Tecklin, WWF’s representative in
Chile. “For consumers looking for healthier products, the people
whose jobs depend on this sector, and Chilean society as a whole
as it seeks to conserve unique freshwater and marine ecosystems.”

Salmon Farming Threatens 
Chile’s Patagonian Lakes

WWF Behind the Scenes
Fish Production in Net Pens Causing Pollution

For $50, supporters can
symbolically adopt a polar
bear—or any one of 40
wildlife species—to help
protect the future of nature.
Adopters receive a plush
animal as well as educational
materials about their adopted
animal. Visit worldwildlife.org
for more information.

ADOPT A
POLAR BEAR 
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Giant soft-shell turtle hatchlings
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Efficient Computing
Personal computers use more energy than all other desktop 

and office equipment combined, according to the Department 
of Energy. By making your computer equipment more energy
efficient, not only will you be reducing greenhouse gas emissions,
you’ll be saving money in energy costs in the long run.

Power Down
Much of the energy your computer uses is needlessly expended

while it sits idle. Be sure to activate your computer’s power
management features, so it powers down when it’s not being used. 

Despite what many people think, screen savers don’t reduce
energy use by monitors. An energy-saving solution: Activate the
computer’s sleep mode or manually turn off the monitor.

Look for the Star
If you’re in the market for a new

computer, look for the Energy Star
logo, which identifies energy-efficient
equipment. And consider a laptop,
which uses considerably less energy
than a desktop.

Make a Pledge
Join the Climate Savers Computing

Initiative and make a pledge to increase
your computer’s efficiency. By 2010,
the focused effort of all who join is expected to make a 
50 percent reduction in power consumption by computers. 

Visit climatesaverscomputing.org for details.
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Hotter Than 
We Should Be

Global warming is the 
single biggest threat to our
environment today. If we don’t
take action, climate change 
will cause the extinction of
countless species and destroy

some of the world’s most
precious ecosystems. 

WWF is working to reduce
the greenhouse gas emissions
that cause climate change, but
we can’t do it alone—we need
your help. Make an online gift
of $10 per month (or a one-time
gift of $50) and we’ll send you
a free “hotter than I should be”
t-shirt. Wear it proudly, to show
your support for WWF! 

This offer is valid online only.
Visit worldwildlife.org/hot
for details.

IRA Gifts: A Special
Opportunity This Fall
IRA Gifts: A Special

Opportunity This Fall

Explore the Online World of Nature
Log on to worldwildlife.org to
renew your membership, change
your address, subscribe to free
WWF e-newsletters, send free 
e-cards, enjoy hundreds of free
wildlife photographs—and so
much more!

People in more than 45 million U.S. households own
Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs). For many of us, a
significant portion of our assets may be held in these and

other retirement plans. The IRA’s primary purpose, of
course, is to provide additional retirement income, but did
you know that IRA funds might actually be a convenient

“pocket” from which to make charitable gifts?

Required to take IRA withdrawals?
If you are 70 1⁄ 2 or older, and must take from your IRA

taxable minimum distributions that are presently unneeded,
this year you can direct that your mandatory withdrawal be
used to make charitable gifts on a totally tax-free basis. You
may designate a portion of your withdrawal amount, all of

it, or another amount up to $100,000 for this purpose. 

Benefit set to expire December 31
Act now, because unless Congress makes the provision
permanent this special tax planning incentive expires at
the end of 2007. Check with your plan administrator 

or other advisors for more information about IRA 
rollover gifts under the Pension Protection Act of 2006. 

Or, contact a WWF Gift Planning representative at
1-888-993-9455 or by email at legacygifts@wwfus.org

to request more information.

Tonle Sap River, Cambodia
© WWF-Canon/Zeb Hogan 
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