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Every two years, WWF’s
Living Planet Report tracks the
changing state of biodiversity,
ecosystems, and humanity’s
consumption of natural
resources, and explores the
implication of these changes
for human health, wealth, and
well-being. 

This year’s report provides
some important updates and
confirms some disturbing trends.

The Living Planet Index (LPI)
tracks changes in biodiversity—
and hence the health of the
planet’s ecosystems—in much
the same way as a stock mar-
ket index tracks the value of a
set of companies. Since 1970,
the biodiversity trend has been
negative: a global decline of
about 30 percent, with tropical
biodiversity declining by
around 50 percent. And while
improved pollution control and
waste management are deliver-
ing better air and water quality
in some places, many tropical
regions are seeing large-scale
infrastructure and ecosystem
changes that outweigh positive
conservation results.

Further, humanity’s Ecological
Footprint (essentially, how much
of the Earth’s resources we

The Pulse of the Planet: 
WWF’s ‘Living Planet Report’

This is a pivotal point for our
climate and the life it sustains.
The first decade of the 21st

century was the warmest on
record, and 2010 is on track to
be the hottest year ever. The
Gulf oil spill marks the worst
environmental disaster in U.S.
history, and an ever-growing
body of scientific evidence
demonstrates the importance
of U.S. action on clean energy,
efforts to stop deforestation,
and the larger fight against 
climate change. Fifty years of
WWF conservation successes
are increasingly jeopardized as
serious action is delayed. 

Yet action on climate change
experienced a setback this
year, as the U.S. Senate failed
to pass a comprehensive 
clean energy and climate bill.
Against the backdrop of the
Senate’s inability to act, climate
change continues to threaten

Renewing the Call for Climate Progress
the welfare of wildlife, humanity,
and ecosystems worldwide. 

The United Nation’s next 
climate conference, November
29 to December 10 in Cancun,
Mexico, represents an important
chance for progress. As we
move toward the conference,
WWF continues to look for
opportunities to strengthen the
U.S. role in international climate
negotiations. 

And as we push for domestic
action, WWF hopes to resume
international progress on stop-
ping deforestation, preparing
countries for the impacts of 
climate change, and securing
international finance for the
most vulnerable and least
developed countries around
the world. 

Visit worldwildlife.org/
climate to learn more.

use), now exceeds the Earth’s
ability to produce renewable
resources and absorb CO2. We
now use the resources of 1.5
Earths every year—as if we
have used up all the interest
from a bank account, and are
drawing down the principal.
This “overdraw” is largely
attributable to increases in
humanity’s carbon footprint,
the leading cause of climate
change. 

The report also looks at
trends in biodiversity by country
income as well as two new 
indicators: terrestrial carbon
storage and the provision of
freshwater. These analyses
highlight the alarming rate of
biodiversity loss in low-income
countries where ecosystem

services—like a reliable climate
and fresh water for sustenance
and sanitation—provide direct
benefits to the world’s poorest
and most vulnerable people.

Finding a better balance is
essential. Under a business-as-
usual scenario, the outlook is
grave: even with modest UN
projections for population
growth, consumption, and cli-
mate change, by the late 2030s
humanity will need the capacity
of two Earths. But the Living
Planet Report explores immedi-
ate actions, from addressing 
sustainable business practices
to pursuing new energy mixes,
which could close the gap
between our use of the planet’s
resources and the capacity of
Earth to keep providing for us all. 

Of course, the report is only 
a first step. There is an urgent
need to translate these facts
and figures into substantive
action, and to anticipate both
future opportunities and the
obstacles in our path. By recog-
nizing the important role nature
plays in human health and well-
being, we can not only safe-
guard our future, but protect the
ecosystems and species on
which we all depend.

MEMBER NEWS

WWF Launches
Texting for Tigers

Help protect tigers…with
your cell phone!

Launched in the summer,
WWF’s Texting for Tigers
campaign gives supporters
an easy way to contribute
directly to our tiger protec-
tion efforts. By texting
“tigers” to 20222 from your

cell phone, you can donate
$10 (billed to your phone
line) to support WWF’s tiger
conservation programs.
Check out our engaging
new videos from actors/tiger
ambassadors Dick Van Dyke
and Ethan Suplee as well.  

Watch the videos and learn
more at worldwildlife.org/
tigers. 

Standard messaging & data rates 
may apply.
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As this flooded Amazon forest
shows, many healthy landscapes
continue to survive. Human impacts,
however, continue to grow, and with-
out careful planning, nature will
remain under threat.

While climate change affects species and communities worldwide, our actions in the United States can have a powerful
effect. Visit worldwildlife.org/climate to learn more.
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Discover WWF’s Interactive 
Tiger Slideshows

Visit worldwildlife.org to explore a group of interactive
slideshows that bring tiger myths and legends to life; describe les-
sons learned from the Bali tiger, the first tiger subspecies to be
declared extinct; and explain how tiger conservation can work. 

View spectacular—and sometimes disturbing—images of the
Bali tiger and other tiger species, with narrative by award-winning
journalist John Nielsen, formerly an environment correspondent at
National Public Radio.

worldwildlife.org/slideshow

This past year, the trag-
ic oil spill in the Gulf of
Mexico demonstrated
once again that offshore
oil and gas drilling is a
risky business, with
potential serious conse-
quences for energy work-
ers, ocean ecosystems,
wildlife, and coastal 
communities and jobs.

Congress must enact reforms
to capture lessons learned from
this tragedy and to ensure a
smarter, safer way forward.  

At WWF, we envision a law
that will: 

• make science the standard
for drilling decisions 
• strengthen oversight and
planning and dedicate rev-
enues from resource extrac-
tion back into conservation 
• help protect pristine envi-
ronments before haphazard
development begins. 

The U.S. House of
Representatives has already
passed an act that includes
many of these provisions.
Today, we must ask our sena-
tors to do their part as well—
and help make sure disasters
like the recent Gulf explosion
never occur again. Take 
action at worldwildlife.org/
offshoredrilling today.

The Deepwater Horizon oil rig, April
21, 2010. Help WWF fight for smarter
energy decisions and other conser-
vation efforts by joining the
Conservation Action Network today.

President’s MessageTAKE ACTION

World Wildlife Fund
1250 24th Street, NW

Washington, DC 20037

worldwildlife.org

Comments? Email us at focus_editor@wwfus.org
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speciesSPOTLIGHT

L
ast January I had the
great privilege of diving
in Raja Ampat, located off the northwestern
tip of Papua (the largest province of
Indonesia) in what is described by many as

the global epicenter of coral diversity. After seeing the
most stunning gardens of hard and soft corals — staghorn, pillar, organ pipe and more—
in every color imaginable, as well as vast schools of reef fish ranging from barracuda to 
parrotfish to wobbegong sharks, I came up for air, crawled up the side of our dive boat 
and sat down with local partners and local leaders to talk.

They asked for help. I asked what they needed, and fully expected the answer to be:
“send money.” But instead I heard this: “We need help with China and the U.S. Your levels of
consumption are pulling fish out of our waters and trees from our lands and, unaltered, will
ultimately shred everything we hold dear.”

Almost everywhere I go, I hear the same thing. Traditional conservation remains impor-
tant — working with local communities, creating parks and national laws. But increasingly,
every place we care about is also buffeted by the winds of global trade and the impacts of
meeting humanity’s needs.

The ultimate measure of WWF’s work is whether places like Raja Ampat persist, with the 
full complement of wondrous creatures they contain. But we will surely fail in our mission if 
we don’t also lighten humanity’s footprint. At WWF we do this by establishing standards for 
sustainable production, creating certification programs for the same, and working with a short
list of progressive and influential companies to promote ways to meet the needs of people
while using less energy, land and water. 

This remains one of the fastest-growing parts of our work. We now have several hundred
people across WWF— 50 in the United States alone — who identify strategic points of lever-
age to change the way commodities are bought and sold. We work with some of the biggest
companies in the world to advance this cause, leveraging our talent, our brand and the 
global reach of the WWF Network to drive measurable change in their behavior.

When WWF was created some 50 years ago, our basic business model was simple: global
campaigns to raise resources to save species far, far away. Financial support remains funda-
mental to our work — but it must go hand in hand with commitments to change our behavior
here at home if we are going to save those places we hold most dear.

Carter S. Roberts

Increasingly, every
place we care about is
buffeted by the winds
of global trade and the
impacts of meeting
humanity’s needs.
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Act Now To Stop Future Oil Spills
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Local Change for 
the Global Good

African wild dog
(Lycaon pictus)
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Help protect African wild dogs and other species and their habitats. Visit worldwildlife.org/offer
to symbolically adopt a species. Your donation will be used in general support of WWF’s 
conservation efforts around the world.

Background: African wild dogs (also known as the
Cape hunting dog or painted dog) are extremely
social and live in large packs. Groups as large as 20
dogs hunt and raise young together, communicating
through touch, action and vocalization to assist weak
or ill members, share food and take care of others’
pups. Sadly, these always elusive canines have
disappeared from much of their former range, and
their numbers are decreasing across Africa.

Habitat: Open plains, grasslands, and thick
brush woodlands of sub-Saharan Africa

Diet: Mostly antelopes and occasionally larger
prey like wildebeest, supplemented by rodents
and birds. Wild dogs living near human
settlements have been known to hunt livestock.

Threats: Reduced area to roam, disease spread
by domesticated animals, and conflict with human
activities

Interesting Fact: The Latin name literally means
“painted wolf,” which refers to the mottled red, black,
brown, white, and yellow patchwork coloring of its coat.
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worldwildlife.org/walrus

conservationNEWS

Saving Freshwater Giants

A giant catfish (Pangasianodon gigas), caught by local fishermen in Chiang
Khong, Thailand.  Catfish and other freshwater species, which make up a sig-
nificant portion of local diets, are seriously threatened by dams, pollution and
climate change.

Overfishing, coastal development, pollution and climate change
are among the many pressures surrounding America’s fragile
ocean ecosystems. Together, these demands are threatening
marine species, the waters fishermen depend on to make a living,
and the coasts tourists flock to for recreation. 

Currently, U.S. oceans are managed under 140 different laws
executed by 20 different federal agencies. The introduction of a
comprehensive, science-based policy to protect the coasts,
oceans and Great Lakes has long been a priority for WWF. Since
2009, WWF has made recommendations to the presidential task
force leading the creation of a national policy. 

After much anticipation, on July 19, 2010, President Obama
issued an Executive Order on national ocean policy, establishing
the first coordinated system for our waters and coasts. WWF’s Bill
Eichbaum, vice president of Marine and Arctic Policy, applauded
the decision, saying “As we witness the gut-wrenching devastation
in the Gulf of Mexico, this announcement is welcome news for 
the future health of our oceans. We commend President Obama
for his leadership in convening the task force and heeding its 
recommendations.”

The implementation of the policy will be led by a National
Ocean Council and will include two main components:

■ regulation of activities such as oil and gas development with
consideration of impacts on ecosystems
■ marine spatial planning, which uses software to coordinate
the timing of ocean activities such as shipping, renewable 
energy projects, and recreational fishing, using science-based
decision-making
This policy provides hope for whales, walruses and other

marine species—and the coastal communities that support the
economy with jobs and recreation. 

Learn more about WWF’s efforts to protect marine environments
around the world at worldwildlife.org/marine.

New Hope for U.S. Oceans
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Every person on the planet has a unique “footprint” on the
Earth, but many people don’t understand how our daily choic-
es, from what we eat and wear to travel and work activities,
are negatively affecting our planet and its capacity to provide
us with basic resources to live. 

That’s why Colombia, one of the most biologically diverse
countries in the world, developed a plan to educate its citizens
by promoting environmental awareness and responsibility
through a unified national campaign. 

In partnership with Colombia’s Ministry of the Environment, its
leading independent newspaper (El Espectador) and its main
TV channel (Caracol TV), WWF helped launch the Soy
ECOlombiano campaign with the support of then-President
Alvaro Uribe and former Environment Minister Carlos Costa.
With a green thumbprint logo and a clear call to action, the
campaign is designed to raise awareness of how responsible,
personal lifestyle choices can make a positive impact at a
national scale. 

To support Soy ECOlombiano, Caracol TV is reaching a
broad audience and El Espectador is publishing a series of
fascicles (booklets) every Sunday, both with conservation mes-
sages. A user-friendly ecological footprint calculator, designed
specifically for Colombians by the Global Footprint Network
(soyecolombiano.com/mide_tu_huella.html), asks targeted
questions about diet, waste disposal, travel, home products
and housing, and calculates each household’s impact.

“This is the first time that the environmental sector in
Colombia has embraced such an initiative, a comprehensive
campaign to communicate and act in favor of the country’s
[ecological] footprint,” said Mary Louise Higgins, WWF’s
Northern Amazon & Chocó-Darién regional program represen-
tative. “Around 35 organizations, including the government,
multiple nonprofit groups, and some of
Colombia’s biggest companies, have
already joined the campaign.” 

Soy ECOlombiano’s partnership
among scientific, government, and
cultural touchstones offers an
effective blueprint for smarter
actions from the personal to the
societal scale.

finally emptying into the South
China Sea. 

Today, the lower mainstream
is free-flowing and unimpeded
by dams. But 11 hydropower
dams are currently planned,
and each poses a threat to the
survival of wild populations of
freshwater fish in the Mekong.
The world’s third largest fresh-
water fish, the Mekong giant
catfish, requires great stretches
of river to reach its spawning
grounds—a migration that
would be blocked by any dam
on the lower mainstream of the
river. Dams could also contribute
to increasing the area’s vulnera-
bility to climate change impacts,
such as sea level rise and salt-
water intrusion, particularly in

downstream and coastal areas
around the Mekong River Delta. 

To protect these freshwater
species and the human commu-
nities that share the Mekong’s
watershed, WWF supports a
delay in the approval of
hydropower dams to allow time
for a comprehensive study of
their positive and negative
impacts. WWF also supports
sustainable hydropower projects
on selected tributaries, particu-
larly where dams already exist.
Finally, WWF is developing
tools to help assess and guide
smart hydropower development,
as we work to ensure a future
for the rich diversity of the
Mekong River basin.

Colombia Tackles 
Its ECO Footprint

The Mekong River is a life-
giving waterway for much of
Southeast Asia—not only for
the rich animal and plant life in
it, but for the millions of people
who rely on the Mekong and its
tributaries for food, water, irri-
gation, and transport. 

The Mekong is also home to
the world’s largest freshwater
fish, the giant freshwater
stingray—and to more giant
fish than any other river on
Earth. WWF‘s new report, River
of Giants: Giant Fish of the
Mekong, profiles four of these
species, and highlights the
dangers associated with the
development of hydropower 
on the mainstream of the lower
Mekong River basin, a region
from which the river flows on
through Cambodia, Laos,
Thailand, and Vietnam before 

Widely used in the program's marketing and
education materials, ECOlombianito is a friendly
face for a national effort to combat waste,
ecological destruction and climate change.
The green-thumbprint logo reads: Leave a
Positive Footprint. It's in Your Hands.

Climate change is melting Arctic
sea ice and forcing its inhabitants,
including Pacific walruses, ashore.
In September this led to an unprece-
dented "haul out" of walruses along
Alaska’s Chukchi shoreline.
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Demand for Forest Products
Borneo and Sumatra’s remaining natural forests

are being rapidly replaced by two major global cash
crops: oil palm (used in products from ice cream to
lipstick) and acacia (for paper). And, because the
island’s natural resources were once thought to be
nearly inexhaustible, short-term, wasteful practices
have long held sway. In addition, despite growing
efforts to sustainably manage these forests, illegal
logging remains a serious threat. The habitats of
the islands’ orangutans, tigers, rhinos and ele-
phants have been so severely reduced that many
populations have become locally extinct.

When a forest is lost, it is not only the species
that suffer. The naturally flowing clean water and
traditional forest products that sustain local com-
munities are impacted as well.

A Changing Climate
Based on massive land clearing for the devel-

opment of oil palm and acacia plantations—
especially on peatlands—these two islands are
major contributors to, and recipients of, climate
change and its impacts. In fact, Sumatra alone
may house 36 percent of the world’s tropical
peatland carbon stores. Future forest clearance
is planned in areas with deep peat where vast
quantities of carbon will be emitted as the peat
is drained and dried.

At the same time, as the sea level rises, more
and more coastal communities will be forced to
move inland for food and shelter, resulting in
greater pressures on the land.

The Illegal Wildlife Trade
Tiger parts, valued for their “magical” proper-

ties, can be found for sale across Sumatra. Trade
in tiger parts from Sumatra to other countries is
also rife, as large profits can be made from their
trafficking. (For more information, check out page 8.)

Elephants sometimes eat crops and destroy
property, leading to retaliatory killing which often
leads to the sale of ivory on the illegal market.
Yet conflict is only part of the story: Elephants
are also targeted by poachers for their ivory, and
retaliation for property damage often provides
an excuse.

Rhinos too, face serious threats from poaching.
Demand from Vietnam and China has driven a
global increase in the trade in rhino horn over
the last two years. With only a couple hundred
Sumatran rhinos left, the loss of even a single
individual is a huge blow to their chances of
survival.

Finally, orangutans are often captured for sale
as pets—and to catch a baby orangutan the
mother is usually killed. Infants are then taken
away to be trafficked around the world.

T H R E AT S

S P E C I E S
Sumatran orangutan
(Pongo abelii)
Status: Critically Endangered
(around 7,300 in the wild)
Bornean orangutan
(Pongo pygmaeus)
Status: Endangered (45,000 – 69,000)
Orangutans are found only on Borneo and
Sumatra, with separate species on each
island. Although the numbers of wild orang-
utans have declined continuously with the
accelerating loss of forest habitat, and both
species are threatened with extinction, there
are reasons for hope. In addition
to forestry innovations and
antipoaching efforts, the
Frankfurt Zoological Society is
establishing a population of res-
cued individuals in Sumatra’s
Bukit Tigapuluh National Park.
Even as poachers target this
small population, the group
(numbering nearly 100
individuals) continues to grow.

Sumatran elephant
(Elephas maximus sumatranus)
Status: Endangered
(2,400 – 3,400)
Bornean pygmy elephant
(Elephas maximus borneensis)
Status: Unknown
Sumatran elephants are classified
as a subspecies of Asian elephants and—
following a WWF-led DNA study—many scien-
tists believe the Bornean pygmy elephant to be
a distinct subspecies as well. Over the past 20
years, already tiny populations of elephants

have become increasingly isolated:
Sumatra’s elephants survive in
small forest parcels surrounded by
homesteads, plantations, and log-
ging concessions, and efforts to
protect them require a multi-
pronged approach. Whether or
not Bornean elephants are a
distinct subspecies, all elephants
on both islands require immediate
protection.

Sumatran rhinoceros
(Dicerorhinus sumatrensis)
Status: Critically Endangered
(approximately 275)
Sumatran rhinos once thrived from
Borneo to the foothills of
the Himalayas. Today,
they are only known to
remain in Borneo, Sumatra,

and the Malaysian peninsula.
Poaching remains the primary
threat to rhinos, and the small
remaining populations are strug-
gling to survive. And despite signs
of hope—a WWF-Indonesia cam-
era trap identified a pregnant
female earlier this year—urgent measures are
needed to save the populations of rhino that
survive. Moreover, it is imperative that trade in
rhino products be halted immediately. WWF is
working on both fronts to ensure a future for
the Sumatran rhino.
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or thousands of years, a combination of tropical climate, dense forest, volcanic activity and 
isolation have allowed the astonishing diversity of Borneo and Sumatra to thrive. But today, these
two islands—the world’s third and sixth largest—have become key battlegrounds in the global

struggle to protect our planet. We are fighting to save incredible species, slow climate change, and
improve the management of key commodities like palm oil and timber—all while ensuring that tigers,
elephants, rhinos, orangutans, and people can continue to benefit from the bounty that nature provides. 

Protecting the Forests and Species of Borneo and Sumatra

Big Islands, Global Impact

F
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Harnessing Markets for Nature
Working with smallholders, financial institutions,

and regional and international companies, WWF
is influencing the way commodities such as
palm oil and timber are produced, traded, and
financed. Our goals: increased demand for
sustainable products, and markets where economic
opportunity grows and positive environmental
outcomes are achieved.

With WWF, an international group of palm oil
producers, palm oil buyers, and environmental and
social groups (the Roundtable on Sustainable
Palm Oil) is developing voluntary standards for
sustainably produced oil. Certified sustainable
palm oil assures consumers that valuable natural
tropical forests have not been cleared, and that
environmental and social safeguards have been
met during growth, production and shipping.

The WWF-led Global Forest & Trade Network
(GFTN) links more than 285 companies, commu-
nities, and entrepreneurs as they work to create
new market incentives for responsible forest
management. GFTN aims to end the purchase
of illegally logged forest products, while protecting
species, people, and long-term economic goals.

Addressing Deforestation
and Climate Change

The forests of Sumatra and Borneo hold and
could pull billions of tons of carbon from the
air. Accordingly, UN efforts to attach a clear
economic value to healthy forests through an
international payment scheme hold real promise
for generating a powerful global market for
carbon. This, in partnership with sustainable
markets reform, offers a viable opportunity to
make standing forests a commodity on par with
palm, paper and pulp.

WWF-Indonesia’s Forest Crimes Unit in
Sumatra addresses illegal logging
on the ground. These brave
sleuths go undercover to expose
illegal logging and encroachment
inside national parks in Sumatra.
Together with Eyes on the Forest,
a coalition of WWF-Indonesia
and local groups that publishes
investigative reports about illegal
logging, this committed team has
faced threats, physical attacks,

and more—all in the effort to stop the loss of
forests and protect the natural resources of
their home.

Arresting the Illegal Wildlife Trade
WWF supports rhino patrols in Sumatra and

West Java and is helping to investigate the trade
of rhino and tiger products through TRAFFIC.
(Learn more at worldwildlife.org/traffic.)

Patrols record species occurrence and poach-
ers’ tracks, and confiscate snares and traps. In
addition, trade investigations collect data from the
poacher to the exporter, and share those findings

with the most appropriate law
enforcement agencies. WWF also
works at both local and regional
levels to curb poaching of wild
tigers, and arrest the demand for
tiger parts.

Although the landscapes and wildlife of Sumatra and Borneo face
powerful threats, they also have powerful champions. This year,
the government of Indonesia is finalizing a new island-wide land-

use plan that will require Sumatra’s district governments to bring their
plans in line with sustainable national efforts in 2011.

In addition, when international carbon markets come fully online, they
offer huge potential for saving habitat for Sumatra's tigers, elephants,
rhinos and orangutans. These species live in some of the most carbon-
rich forests on Earth, offering carbon traders a “win-win” opportunity:
save carbon and save species at the same time. 

These developments, along with existing laws to punish tiger traffickers,
recently established and expanded protected areas like Tesso Nilo
National Park, and growing economic incentives at the international
scale, provide a ray of hope for the survival of Sumatra and Borneo’s
people, wild places and wildlife.

worldwildlife.org/borneoandsumatra

S O L U T I O N S

Sumatran
tiger
(Panthera tigris
sumatrae)
Status: Critically
Endangered
(fewer than 500)
These tigers live
nowhere else in the world, and their populations
have been decimated by habitat loss, human-
tiger conflict, and poaching. TRAFFIC data
shows that at least 66 tigers have been killed in
recent years—more than half while in protected
areas. But WWF is working on antipoaching
efforts with our government partners, monitor-
ing tiger trade in Sumatra, and educating local
communities about avoiding conflict with tigers.
In addition, “Year of the Tiger” activities are
rallying international energy around tiger
conservation worldwide.
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"Since 1985, Borneo and Sumatra have lost at least 50 percent of
their forests. This affects not only local biodiversity and livelihoods,
but also global climate change. With the emergence of innovative
tools and international attention, this a critical time for action."

Ginny Ng-Senior Program Officer, Borneo and Sumatra Program

SUMATRA
BORNEO
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Terra Toys Offers Wildlife Conservation Collection
The holiday-ready 8-in-1 Combo Games Set is part of Terra

Toys’ line of FSC-certified games and puzzles themed around the
species and habitats WWF works to protect. The 8-in-1 Combo

Games Set features eight games
from the 19-game collection,
including Congo Basin Chess,
Elephant & Tiger Checkers,

Birds of the Amazon
Backgammon, Cheetah Dominoes,

Borneo & Sumatra Ludo, Crane Pick-
up Sticks, Salamanders & Ladders, and

Animal Playing Cards. WWF receives approximately 5 percent
from the sale of each game, with a guaranteed contribution of
$16,250 per year. For more information about the games and to
find out where to buy them, please visit terra-toys.com.

SeaWorld Guests Help WWF Protect the Arctic 
Until December 31, 2010, through the new “SeaWorld Cares” 

program, U.S. residents who purchase a single-day, full-price adult
ticket online for any of the three SeaWorld

parks—in Orlando, San Diego or San
Antonio—can receive a discounted child

ticket for $5 and choose to have that
price donated entirely to WWF. Since
the program launched in April, more
than $150,000 has been pledged to

WWF to help fund our efforts in the Arctic, from working to combat
climate change to protecting the polar bear and other Arctic
species. For more information, visit seaworldcares.com. 

marketingPARTNERSHIPS

By Nirmal Bhagabati, Ecosystem
Services Lead, Conservation Science
Program and Emily McKenzie, Policy
and Finance Lead, Natural Capital
Project 

The dense forests of Sumatra
are threatened, primarily by
deforestation for plantations
and logging. While some pros-
per from these activities, the
impacts of habitat destruction
and deforestation seriously
threaten people, species and
our global climate: The loss 
of forests reduces freshwater
delivery, increases erosion,
depletes food resources, and
more. To address this, the
Indonesian government has
committed to incorporating bio-
diversity and ecosystem servic-
es into future land-use plans. 

InVEST (Integrated Valuation
of Ecosystem Services and
Tradeoffs), a software tool
designed to model and map
the delivery, distribution, and
economic value of ecosystem
services and biodiversity, is

there to help. With InVEST,
WWF is helping Indonesia’s
government visualize the
impacts of potential land-use
decisions and identify tradeoffs
between—and opportunities
for—environmental, economic,
and social benefits. 

Effectively, InVEST enables
leaders to make smart decisions
about their natural resources
and to balance conservation
and human welfare goals.

InVEST was developed
through the Natural Capital
Project—a partnership among
WWF, The Nature Conservancy,
Stanford University, and the
University of Minnesota. It is
being used in the Sumatran
provinces of Riau, Jambi, and
West Sumatra to assess how 
the distribution and amounts of
wildlife habitat and ecosystem
services are likely to change
under the current government
land-use plan. Changes under

an alternative vision—one that
gives greater weight to conser-
vation priorities—are being
used to explore the trade-offs of
different decisions facing the
Indonesian government. 

In June, WWF scientists and
collaborators from Stanford
University traveled to Riau
Province in Sumatra to gather
data, produce preliminary
results and discuss policy 
recommendations with district 
governments. In time, this 
work will contribute to the
Indonesian government’s com-
mitments to reduce carbon
emissions by 26 percent,
secure sustainable ecosystem
services for human communi-
ties, and improve long-term
prospects for species, from
elephants and tigers to rhinos
and orangutans.

To learn more, visit 
worldwildlife.org/invest.

SCIENCE NEWS
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Across Sumatra, illegal logging is a serious threat. New technology, created by
WWF and partners, is helping to identify the impacts of habitat destruction—
and the positive benefits of more sustainable land-use plans.

In 2011, WWF will celebrate its 50th anniversary as a
leader in global conservation. 

At its establishment in 1961, however, WWF was little
known, and its founders had a difficult task ahead of them.
To raise sufficient funds for species conservation, they
needed to rally public engagement around the need to con-
serve nature and protect imperiled species. 

Luckily, the founders quickly confirmed the degree to
which species themselves
could be the best ambassa-
dors for the cause.

In 1961, Chi-Chi, the first
giant panda to live in the
West, was a sensation at the
London Zoo, blanketing the
media and drawing record-
breaking crowds. At the time,
China was seen by many as
a distant and inscrutable
threat, but from her enclosure
at the zoo, Chi-Chi brought
people together in discovering,
and caring about, the amazing species of the world. From
that inspiration, Gerald Watterson, an environmentalist and
artist, created a number of panda sketches that WWF
founder Sir Peter Scott developed into the first version of the
logo known worldwide today.

Just as WWF’s work has evolved from the initial vision of
funding species conservation to a complex global effort that
protects species, places and the people who share them,
that first panda sketch has evolved into an international symbol
for conservation—both for today and for generations to come.  

Throughout 2011, check back in this space for more
insights into the history and successes of WWF.

An Image to 
Inspire the World

InVESTing in Nature’s Benefits:
Biodiversity and People in Sumatra

A fortuitous coincidence: Just as
WWF's founders were creating
the organization, giant panda 
Chi-Chi became a sensation at
the London Zoo.
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As part of WWF’s Year of the Tiger campaign, Tiger Ambassador Dick Van Dyke and
WWF Senior Vice President of Strategic Marketing Chris Van Dyke made the case
for an expanded U.S. role in tiger conservation at a recent White House event.

Conservation for Generations

1961-2011
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Financial information about World Wildlife Fund can be obtained by contacting us at
1250 24th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20037, 1-800-960-0993.
Colorado: Colorado residents may obtain copies of registration and financial documents
from the office of the Secretary of State, (303)894-2680, http://www.sos.state.co.us/ re:
Reg. No. 20023005803. Florida: Registration # SC No. 00294. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL
REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE
DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING 1-800-435-7352, TOLL-FREE WITHIN
THE STATE. Georgia: A full and fair description of the programs and activities of World
Wildlife Fund and its financial statement are available upon request at the address
indicated above. Maryland: For the cost of copies and postage, documents and
information submitted in compliance with the Maryland Solicitations Act are available from
the Secretary of State, Statehouse, Annapolis, MD 21401, 1-800-825-4510. Michigan:
MICS No. 9377. Mississippi: The official registration and financial information of World
Wildlife Fund may be obtained from the Mississippi Secretary of State’s office by calling 
1-888-236-6167. New Jersey: INFORMATION FILED WITH THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
CONCERNING THIS CHARITABLE SOLICITATION AND THE PERCENTAGE OF
CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED BY THE CHARITY DURING THE LAST REPORTING PERIOD
THAT WERE DEDICATED TO THE CHARITABLE PURPOSE MAY BE OBTAINED FROM
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY BY CALLING (973) 504-6215
AND IS AVAILABLE ON THE INTERNET AT http://www.nj.gov/lps/ca/charity/chardir.htm.
New York: You may obtain copies of our annual report by writing to us at the address
above or to the Office of the Attorney General, Charities Bureau, 120 Broadway, New
York, NY 10271. North Carolina: Financial information about this organization and a copy
of its license are available from the State Solicitation Licensing Branch at 888-830-4989.
Pennsylvania: The official registration and financial information of World Wildlife Fund
may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free, within
Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Virginia: A financial statement is available by writing to the
State Ofc. of Consumer Affairs in the Dept. of Ag. and Consumer Svcs, P.O. Box 1163,
Richmond, VA 23218, (804) 786-2373. Washington: The required notice of solicitation is
on file in the Office of the Secretary of State. Additional financial and other information is
available from the Secretary of State by calling 800-332-4483. West Virginia: West
Virginia residents may obtain a summary of the registration and financial documents from
the Secretary of State, State Capitol, Charleston, West Virginia 25305. REGISTRATION IN
THE ABOVE STATES DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR
RECOMMENDATION OF WORLD WILDLIFE FUND BY THE STATE. 07/10

“Many people have a very
strong connection to specific
mammals or birds or communi-
ties,” says JC Riveros, WWF’s
senior scientist for the Amazon.
“My own career began with
tracking parrots and other
species as a landscape ecolo-
gist, using scientific tools to
identify key areas for biodiversity
conservation.” 

Today, as director of WWF’s
Living Amazon Initiative’s
Science, Monitoring and
Evaluation team, Riveros is more
likely to assess geo-spatial data,
or meet with an environmental
minister, than to trek into the
deep forests of the Amazon.
“My job,” he says, “is to be a
link between hard science and
the real needs of people in their
communities and in the field.” 

In short, he takes discoveries
from some of the most remote
places on the planet, and
translates them for the govern-
ment offices where major 
decisions are made.

Each year, he also takes a
group of 14-20 young biologists
and conservationists out for a
full month to conduct experi-
mental research and connect
their observations to regional
and global issues. As he points
out, “knowing how the forest
works, how natural cycles are
being affected, helps you
understand why large-scale

work is so important.” 
In his current work analyzing

freshwater systems in the
Amazon, he is creating a link
between freshwater species
like river dolphins, fish and
frogs, and the ecosystems that
provide reliable water sources
for human needs. Already,
Brazil’s National Water Authority
and the Brazilian Development
Bank have expressed interest
in the links between healthy
watersheds, human health and
economic growth. 

“This is the way we have to
work,” Riveros says. “Helping
governments and businesses
make investments that can be
beneficial for societies, species
and the bottom line. We need to
make it simpler,” he continues,
“for communities to understand
how the urgent problems they
face—droughts, flooding,
changing agricultural yields—
are in fact related to habitat
destruction and climate change.”

WWF STAFF IN THE FIELD
PROTECTING THE AMAZON: 

From Field Science 
to National Change
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WWF offers more than 40 wildlife tours all over the world year-round. 
Among our upcoming trips:

Wild India
February 1–14 and March 28 –April 10, 2011
Join one of two expeditions into the heart of India’s most
important wildlife reserves. Kanha Tiger Reserve shelters
one of the largest tiger populations in India, and
Kaziranga National Park protects one-horned rhinos and
dozens of other species.

The Great Tanzania Migration Safari
March 13–20, 2011
The drama of predator and prey unfolds before you as you
witness thousands of zebras and wildebeests flowing
across the African plains. The annual migration is truly one
of Earth’s most spectacular wildlife phenomena. We make it
even more special by providing lodging in comfortable and
secluded mobile tents at a distance from other tourists.

Big Bend National Park
April 10 –17, 2011
Explore a vibrant desert in bloom during a springtime
journey through one of the United States’ most remote
national parks, Big Bend in west Texas. Skilled guides
will point out many of the 430 bird species that live or
migrate here — the Colima warbler, Montezuma quail and
elf owl among them — during daily hikes and desert walks.

Wild & Ancient China
May 15–26, 2011
China’s premier national park, Jiuzhaigou, is popular
among locals but often overlooked by international visi-
tors. Explore this enchanting UNESCO World Heritage
Site, where emerald lakes, waterfalls, and an array of
wildlife abound. The tour also includes visits to two 
giant panda breeding centers.

With WWF, you’ll journey with small groups of like-minded travelers to see spectacular
wildlife in its natural environment. A portion of your tour cost (between 5% and 10%) is
directly contributed to WWF’s general fund, to support conservation work around the world.

To receive more information about these or other WWF trips, contact us:
Toll-free ................................................................................1-888-WWF-TOUR (993-8687)
Email ....................................................................................travel@wwfus.org
Online...................................................................................worldwildlife.org/travel

wwfTRAVEL
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UPCOMING ADVENTURES

ALSO COMING

Panama and Costa Rica aboard the Sea Lion ..................................February 12–19, 2011
Bhutan: Spirit and Nature...................................................................February 17–27, 2011
The Whales of Baja ...................................................................February 24–March 1, 2011
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Exploring Alaska’s Coastal 
Wilderness aboard the Sea Bird
May 22–29, 2011
Watch for humpback whales, brown bears, sea otters,
harbor seals, and bald eagles as you cruise through the
carved fjords of Southeast Alaska. Explore on land and
by sea during forest walks, kayak outings and Zodiac
rides. The tour includes Glacier Bay National Park.
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“Life is
resurgent.
Nature
has such
strength.”

WWF Travel is now producing fewer print brochures

Visit worldwildlife.org/travel for comprehensive info about our tours.

To further our commitment to global conservation, WWF Travel is now producing and mailing
fewer print brochures. We encourage you to visit our website, worldwildlife.org/travel, for
complete details about all of our trips, including those listed above.

DON’T USE THE WEB FREQUENTLY? Not a problem. Call or email us at 888-WWF-
TOUR (993-8687) or travel@wwfus.org and we’ll be happy to send information to you.

SPECIAL OFFERS: Email us at travel@wwfus.org to be added to our WWF Travel 
e-newsletter list. You will receive information about new trips, special offers and other
incentives to travel with WWF. 

WWF Travel
1250 24th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20037

888-WWF-TOUR  •  travel@wwfus.org  •  worldwildlife.org/travel

WWF's JC Riveros in the Amazon. His work with freshwater ecosystems is
linking healthy species to clean water resources downstream.
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As the holidays approach, give a gift that is both playful and helps 
our environment. Choose your symbolic adoption from among more than 

100 species worthy of protection, or pick from a bucketful of other gift ideas: 
t-shirts, reusable mugs, umbrellas, or this FSC-certified wooden tub of cubs! 

Your donation will be used in general support of WWF’s  
conservation efforts around the world – and with free shipping,  

it’s a great way to give a gift that supports the cause!

worldwildlife.org/holiday 

Donate by 11:59 PM ET on Wednesday, December 15, to receive by Friday, December 24.* 
*Based on USPS estimates; delivery date cannot be guaranteed. 

 1-800-CALL-WWF
(1-800-225-5993)

FREEshipping with any symbolic adoption

Giving Gifts That Count
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2010 VOLUME 32, NUMBER 6

BorneoPROTECTING
FORESTS AND

SPECIES IN
AND

Sumatra

Riau, these units are currently
the only on-the-ground
antipoaching teams operating
in the province. He also moni-
tors wildlife trade cases in court
to ensure that perpetrators get
the maximum sentence. 

“The way I look at it,” says
this 40-year-old father of two,
“is that Sumatran tigers have
every right to be here, as much
as the indigenous people that
have lived in these forests for
generations. We need a massive
and total crackdown on illegal
activities if we are to save the
only tiger subspecies left in
Indonesia.”

The job of studying Sumatran
tigers and developing the best

strategies to save them falls to
Karmila and her team. They
have established a camera
trap-based monitoring system
in three core areas and an
occupancy-based monitoring
system for the entire land-
scape—and have already
delivered important results.
Monitoring from Tesso Nilo
National Park shows a stable-
to-increasing tiger population
in the park, and last year Mila’s
team successfully captured the
first-ever video of a Sumatran
tiger with two tiger cubs in a
forest corridor. Unfortunately,
the same cameras later cap-
tured images of illegal loggers
and massive excavators 
clearing the area. 

“I wake up every morning
feeling there is so much more
to be done. It keeps me moti-
vated despite the setbacks,”
says the 26-year-old. “As an
Indonesian, I think we’re very
blessed to have had three tiger
subspecies. Yes, we lost the
Javan and Bali tigers—but my
hope is that if we can work
together and do one thing right
as human beings, then let it 
be protecting and saving the
tigers that we still have.” 

Please support Karmila 
and Abeng. Learn how at 
worldwildlife.org/tigers.

Doubling the number of wild
tigers by 2022 is a massive
task. Karmila Parakissi, WWF-
Indonesia tiger research scien-
tist, and Abeng Osamantri,
coordinator of the Tiger
Protection Unit, represent the
yin and yang of WWF’s inter-
locking strategies to save the
last of Sumatra’s wild tigers. 

Their office for much of the
year is what remains of the
dense tropical forests of Riau—
a landscape where clearance
for oil palm and acacia planta-
tions is rapidly destroying both
core tiger areas and the forest
corridors linking them.

A 15-year veteran of WWF,
Abeng manages Tiger Patrol
Units to protect tiger habitats
from poachers and illegal log-
ging. As the cornerstone of the
tiger protection strategy for

Team Tiger: Two Approaches
to Saving Wild Tigers in Riau
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is Twice as Nice
You pay no capital gains taxes and may deduct the full fair
market value of appreciated stocks or mutual funds held

longer than one year. Easily transfer securities 
from your brokerage account electronically.

Simply provide your broker with these delivery instructions:
RBC Wealth Management
DTC Number: .......0235
Account Number:...30005191
Account Name: ......World Wildlife Fund, Inc.
Broker Phone: ........301-907-2771
Broker Fax:.............301-907-2701

3

For more information, check with your financial advisor 
and contact WWF toll-free at 1-888-993-1100, email 

stockgifts@wwfus.org, or visit us at worldwildlife.org/stockgifts.
To ensure you receive your tax receipt and proper credit for

your gift, please let us know your gift is on the way.

For membership inquiries, please call 1-800-CALL-WWF.

Karmila checks a camera trap as part
of her efforts to monitor and help
protect Sumatra's tigers.

Abeng explains the role of antipoach-
ing and illegal logging patrols in secur-
ing the the future of Sumatra's wildlife.

focus


