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WWF Honors Conservation Leaders

Bruce Babbitt has been elected chairman of the Board of Directors of WWF,
succeeding William K. Reilly. Babbitt served as secretary of the Interior from
1993 to 2001, as governor of Arizona from 1978 to 1987, and as attorney gener-
al of Arizona from 1975 to 1978. He has served as a director of WWF since 2001.

“For 45 years, WWF has been the leading global
conservation organization—protecting nature for the
benefit of both people and animals on a truly world-
wide scale,” Babbitt said. “I’m honored to succeed Bill
Reilly, who has led the organization as chairman so
well for the past six years.”

As governor, Babbitt brought environmental and
resource management to the forefront in Arizona.
Appointed secretary of the interior by President
Clinton in 1993, Babbitt served for eight years, during
which he led in the creation of the forest plan in the
Pacific Northwest, restoration of the Florida

Everglades, passage of the California Desert Protection Act, and legislation
for the National Wildlife Refuge system. 

A certified firefighter, Babbitt used his frontline experience to create a new
federal wildland fire policy that emphasizes the role of fire in maintenance
and restoration of natural ecosystems. He pioneered the use of habitat con-
servation plans under the Endangered Species Act and worked with President
Clinton to create 22 new national monuments. Babbitt is perhaps best remem-
bered by American schoolchildren as the secretary of the Interior who
brought the wolves back to Yellowstone.

Outgoing Chairman Bill Reilly is a founding partner of Aqua International
Partners, LP, a private equity fund dedicated to investing in companies
engaged in water and renewable energy. He formerly served as administrator
of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and as president of WWF and
The Conservation Foundation.

RESOLVES TO PROTECT WILDLIFE,
PEOPLE IN THE HIMALAYAS,
AROUND THE WORLD

Family, friends and colleagues
gathered on September 28 in
Katmandu, Nepal, to honor the

lives and accomplishments of the 24 pas-
sengers, including seven WWF staff mem-
bers, killed in a tragic helicopter crash on
September 23 in the remote mountainous
region of northeastern Nepal.  

“The outstanding contributions of
these individuals stand as tall as the
sacred Himalaya they worked so hard to
document, conserve and celebrate,”
said Dr. J. Gabriel Campbell, director
general of the International Centre for
Integrated Mountain Development.
“Many of them were born on these
mountains, sons and daughters of this
soil. Others came to join in helping
mountain peoples improve their lives
and nurture their magnificent land-

scapes, plants and animals. All of them
contributed far more than most of us
could imagine to bringing new under-
standings, new approaches for empow-
ering local peoples, new science, cre-
ative models, and the financial and
administrative support without which
their ideas could not have been turned
into reality.” 

In addition to the WWF staff (their
biographies are on page 3), on board
the helicopter were the following people:
the Honorable Gopal Rai,
Nepal’s minister of state
for Ministry of Forests
and Soil Conservation,
and his wife, Meena;
Sharad Rai, Nepal’s direc-
tor general of the Department of Forests;
Dr. Damodar Parajuli, Nepal’s acting
secretary of Forests and Soil Conser-
vation; Narayan Poudel, Nepal’s director
general of the Department of National

WWF has awarded His Majesty the
King of Bhutan Jigme Singye Wangchuck
the 2006 J. Paul Getty Award for
Conservation Leadership for his three
decades of work to conserve the envi-
ronment of his Himalayan kingdom. The
award’s cash prize of $200,000 will be
used to establish graduate fellowships
for Bhutanese conservationists in honor
of His Majesty and the
people of Bhutan.

The annual conserva-
tion prize recognizes
His Majesty the King’s
leadership in establish-
ing a series of conserva-
tion policies and laws
that have had a positive
impact in Bhutan, which
harbors one of the most
pristine ecosystems in
the world. His signature
contribution is the re-
cent constitutional com-
mitment to maintain a
minimum of 60 percent
of Bhutan’s total land area under forest
cover for all time. 

Under His Majesty’s leadership, Bhutan
also established the Bhutan Biological
Conservation Complex, a network of
protected areas and forest corridors that
covers nearly 36 percent of the country
and provides safe passage for endan-
gered species such as the Asian ele-
phant, tiger and snow leopard. 

The award was received on behalf of

His Majesty by his daughter, Her Royal
Highness Ashi Sonam D. Wangchuck,
during an October ceremony in
Washington, D.C.

“Bhutan’s leadership has made a con-
scious decision to place environmental
protection at the center of national life,
going so far as to include it in the new
constitution,” said WWF President and
CEO Carter Roberts. “WWF congratu-
lates His Majesty for his farsighted
approach to preserving some of the

world’s most spectacu-
lar wildlife and habi-
tats.”

Wedged between
China and India on the
southern slopes of the
Himalayas, Bhutan is
a land of unspoiled for-
ests and magnificent
wildlife. Despite conser-
vation efforts, however,
the country still suf-
fers from deforestation
and plant and wildlife
poaching, among other
threats. WWF has been
working with the Royal

Government to address these threats
with programs that develop alternative
fuel sources (to avoid cutting down
trees for firewood), stop poaching and
research wildlife. 

WWF administers the J. Paul Getty
Award for Conservation Leadership. One
of the world’s most prestigious conserva-
tion awards, it recognizes an individual
who has shown leadership in conserva-

King of Bhutan Wins Getty Prize
WWF HONORS KING FOR
DEDICATION TO CONSERVATION

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 ➤

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 ➤

Bruce Babbitt

His Majesty the King of Bhutan
Jigme Singye Wangchuck

Kangchenjunga: A Living Tribute

Returning a Sacred Landscape to Its People
The 20 passengers who died alongside the four-man crew were returning from a landmark

conservation event in which the government handed to the local community control of the park
surrounding the Himalayan mountain of Kangchenjunga.

“Everyone was so delighted when 
the decision came to hand over the
Kangchenjunga Conservation Area man-
agement to the communities that they
resolved to have the ceremony as soon as

possible during a window
of opportunity in the rap-
idly changing Nepalese
political environment,”
recalled Judy Oglethorpe,
director of Community Con-

servation in WWF’s Global Support program,
who was in Nepal in early September. “My
one very small consolation in this terrible
tragedy is that those in the helicopter did at
least take part in the ceremony and see the
achievement of this long-standing goal. The future conservation of Kangchenjunga will be a liv-
ing tribute to all of them.”

WWF launched the Kangchenjunga area project in 1998 in order to protect threatened
wildlife species in the region, including the snow leopard and red panda. In addition to pro-
tecting wildlife, the project also aims to work with local communities to establish health serv-
ices, informal education and income-generating activities. Since the project launched, pressure
on local forests has decreased while the positive attitudes of the local citizens toward wildlife
conservation have increased.

“WWF worked hard with the Kangchenjunga community coalition to have the government rec-
ognize that the communities could be trusted to manage their land themselves,” said Tom Dillon,
managing director and vice president of WWF’s Terrestrial portfolio. “This was the dream of Yeshi,
Mingma Norbu, Matt, Chandra, Jill, Jennifer, Harka and the others, and a dream shared by all of us.”

Kangchenjunga is the world’s third high-
est mountain. The area is home to spec-
tacular wildlife.

Traditional khatas were offered at the memorial service in Katmandu.

WWF President Carter
Roberts remembers his
colleagues—see page 2.
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A s Buddhist monks blared their horns and
clashed cymbals in the glittering prayer

room upstairs, Tenzing Sherpa sat in his family’s
home, sharing the story of a lesson his dad,
Mingma, impressed upon his sister and him.
“Study hard and be good citizens of the world,”
he’d repeat. And just to be sure, he typed up the
words for them. So they’d never forget.

I had arrived at WWF’s office in Katmandu the previous afternoon, just
days after receiving the tragic news that a helicopter carrying 24 conser-
vation leaders, including Mingma and six other WWF staff, was missing and
then found with no survivors, in the remote mountains of Nepal. The crash
occurred following a ceremony celebrating the Kangchenjunga communi-
ty conservation program in the Sacred Himalayas ecoregion. As with most
of our offices around the world, this one was a converted residence. We
walked through the office’s courtyard, and on the garden wall stood a

shrine of framed photographs of the
24 individuals on the flight, including
Jill, Chandra, Harka, Jennifer, Yeshi,
Matt and Mingma. Their pictures
were wreathed in marigolds, with but-
ter lamps lit underneath. As my col-
leagues and I signed the book of
remembrance, red-vented bulbuls
and robin dayals sang nearby. 

Most of the WWF Nepal staff that greeted us wore crisp white t-shirts
with WWF’s panda logo emblazoned on the front and back. Wearing
expressions of exhaustion, sadness and determination, the 40 staff mem-
bers gathered in the office’s largest room, where we spoke not only about
our great loss, but also about our pride in all they’d done. Throughout the
effort, they left no stone unturned in their determination to bring the pas-
sengers back to their loved ones. They kept the families, WWF and the
world informed throughout the process with updates around the clock. 

Some say tragedy builds character. For me, tragedy reveals character.
And we saw the deepest character in this powerful team.

The meeting ended with Ghana Ghurung, WWF Nepal’s program direc-
tor, Mingma’s protégée, who was drained from leading the search and res-
cue efforts. He issued the challenge to the Nepal staff that night, and to the
rest of us. “What visionaries we had in the people we lost,” he said. “Their
vision was Kangchenjunga. Now let us make sure their vision succeeds.” 

And we will do just that. In this issue, we highlight conservation
achievements we’ve made over the past year. You can be sure that all of
us at WWF are more resolved than ever to honor our lost colleagues by
continuing to make great things happen for wildlife and people alike—in
the Himalayan mountains of Nepal and around the world. 

And in our hearts we’ll carry the words of Mingma Sherpa, a life lesson
not just for his children, but for all of us: Study hard and be good citizens
of the world.

Carter S. Roberts

Good Citizens of the World

“Study hard

and be good

citizens of the

world.” 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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Parks and Wildlife Conservation; Dr.
Tirtha Man Maskey, former director
general of the Department of National
Parks and Wildlife Conservation; Pauli
Mustonen, chargé d’affaires of the
Embassy of Finland in Nepal; Margaret
Alexander, deputy director of USAID in
Nepal; Dr. Bijnan Achara, program devel-
opment specialist of USAID in Nepal;
Dr. Dawa Tshering, chairperson of the
Kangchenjunga Conservation Area
Management Council; Vijaya Shrestha,
central committee member of the
Federation of Nepalese Chamber of
Commerce and Industry; Hem Raj
Bhandari, reporter, and Sunil Singh, cam-
eraman, of Nepal Television; and Klim
Kim, Mingma Sherpa, Tandu Shrestha
and Valery Slafronov of the flight crew.

As FOCUS went to press, WWF was
planning a public memorial service for
November 30 at the National Cathedral
in Washington, D.C. Earlier that day, the
Smithsonian Zoological Park is dedicat-
ing its new six-acre Asia Trails exhibit
to the lost conservationists. The exhibit

highlights endangered species and edu-
cates visitors about conservation work
in Asia. 

“While these are difficult times for WWF
and conservation in the Himalayas, the
past weeks have allowed us all to reflect
not only on what we have lost, but also
on the extraordinary conservation lega-
cy that our colleagues left, and on which
we can build a conservation future for
the Himalayas,” said Dr. Bruce Bunting,
vice president of Special Programs at
WWF, who helped establish WWF’s
Eastern Himalayas program in the 1980s.

WWF Honors Leaders
Continued from page 1

WWF and Kamchatka Airlines helped to fund the September transport of 50 rare
Aleutian geese by helicopter to Ekarma Island, a remote and uninhabited

island in the Northern Kuril Islands, south of Russia’s Kamchatka Peninsula. The
geese were raised in a Kamchatka breeding center by Russian conservationist and
ornithologist, Dr. Nikolai Gerasimov.

The Aleutian goose, which migrates to California, was close to extinction in the
1930s as a result of predation by fox and mink introduced to the islands by humans.

But in the 1970s, U.S. scientists discov-
ered a population of nearly 800 birds on
Buldir Island in Alaska’s Aleutian Island
chain. Hearing of the discovery, Dr.
Gerasimov and his wife, Alla, created a
plan to restore the rare bird to the Kuril
Islands.

The young geese took flight soon after
they were released on Ekarma Island.
“Now they will get to know the island,
flying away and returning anew,”
explained Nikolai Gerasimov. “A bird con-
siders its home to be the place where it
first learned to fly.”

CONSERVATION BRIEFS

RARE GEESE RELEASED IN ALASKA
Aleutian Geese Face Promising Future on Ekarma Island

The young Aleutian geese took flight soon
after they were released on Ekarma Island.

WWF OVERHAULS BOAT TO 
PROTECT GALÁPAGOS MARINE LIFE
Yoshka Will Allow Park Service to Enforce Fishing Laws

able to monitor activities and enforce laws
within the reserve. We know that laws are
not being followed; in the past two years,
we’ve seized more than 23,586 shark fins
and 668,892 sea cucumbers illegally fished
inside the Galápagos Marine Reserve.”

The boat was christened the Yoshka

in honor of a donor’s Russian family
member who loved nature. Overhauled
in dry dock at Guayaquil, Ecuador, it
can reach a top speed of 22 knots and
navigate for 7 to 12 days without having
to return to refuel, enabling law enforce-
ment officials to extend their patrols to
the park’s outer areas.

An enforcement boat overhauled by
W W F  b e g a n  p a t r o l l i n g  t h e

Galápagos Marine Reserve in late
October—a major step in stopping ille-
gal fishing in the region. The refitted 95-
foot-long former U.S. Coast Guard cut-
ter, the Yoshka, is fast enough to allow
the Galápagos National Park Service to
outrun and catch poachers at sea.

“Park officials finally have the means
to catch poachers and combat the illegal
fishing that threatens the outstanding
marine life of the Galápagos Islands,”
said Lauren Spurrier, managing director
of WWF’s Galápagos program. “This boat
is faster than anything else out there.”

Despite laws banning large-scale fishing
in the Galápagos Marine Reserve, illegal
activities like shark finning and industrial
fishing for high-value fish continue to be a
serious problem. Outlaws have eluded
park patrols by outrunning them at sea.

“Illegal fishing is a serious threat in the
archipelago, so we’re really grateful for
WWF’s support in rebuilding the Yoshka,”
said Raquel Molina, director of the
Galápagos National Park. “With the
Yoshka patrolling the park, we’ll be better

Hindu prayers also were part of the memo-
rial service in Katmandu.
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The refurbished Yoshka, named in honor
of a donor’s Russian family member who
loved nature.
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Dr. Chandra Prasad Gurung

Chandra was the country representative
of WWF Nepal since July 1999.

Born in Siklesh, a remote Gurung v i l lage
in the Annapurna area, Chandra had a
master’s degree in rural development plan-
ning from the Asian Institute of Technology in
Thailand and a doctorate in geography from

the University of Hawaii.
Chandra designed and implemented Nepal’s first community-

based integrated conservation and development project, the
Annapurna Conservation Area Project,
and also served as member secre-
tary of the King Mahendra Trust for
Nature Conservation.

He was awarded the Knight, First
Class, Order of the Lion of Finland;
the Birendra Aisworya Sewa Padak;
the Order of the Golden Ark; the
Prabal Gorkha Dakshin Bahu; and
the Mahendra Bidya Bhusan.

Chandra is survived by his wife,
one daughter and three sons.

Dr. Harka Gurung

Harka served as an advisor to WWF Nepal
and was associated with New Era, a
research and consultancy firm.

He completed his bachelor’s degree at
Patna College in India, and a post-graduate
diploma in geography and a doctorate from
the University of Edinburgh. His academic

assignments include demonstrator at the University of Edinburgh,
research fellow at the School of Oriental and African Studies of the
University of London, lecturer at Tribhuvan University in
Katmandu, and visiting fellow at the Population Institute of the
East-West Center in Honolulu.

He served the government of Nepal at different times as a
member and vice chairman of the National Planning
Commission, and as minister of state for Education, Industry and
Commerce, Tourism, Public Works and Transport. He was direc-
tor of the Asia Pacific Development Center, an intergovernmen-
tal organization based in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

Harka is survived by his wife, two sons and two daughters.

Jennifer Headley

Jennifer worked as WWF UK’s coordinator
for the Himalaya/South Asia program. She
joined WWF UK in August 2003.

Prior to this, Jennifer worked with the
Canadian government in Alaska, and in Nepal
for two years, one of which was with WWF
Nepal supporting species conservation. She

was in her current role in Nepal since November 2005, focused
on community-based conservation in the Eastern Himalayas.

Jennifer was a Canadian and had a bachelor’s degree in polit-
ical science and philosophy from McMaster University in Canada,
where she was the recipient of the McMaster Chancellor’s
Scholarship and Director’s Award for Dedication to Residence
Government. She also held a master’s degree in public adminis-
tration from Queen’s University in Kingston, Canada, where she
received the Queen’s University Graduate Award.

Jennifer is survived by her parents and two sisters.

Yeshi Choden Lama

Yeshi had been part of the WWF Nepal fam-
ily since 1997. She was a senior program offi-
cer, responsible for administering, monitoring
and reporting on mountain programs and
projects. Yeshi completed her master’s degree
in sociology and anthropology at the School
of Oriental and African Studies of the

University of London, and earned a bachelor’s degree in sociolo-
gy and anthropology from Middlebury College in Vermont.

Among her many achievements was coauthoring publica-
tions both in English and Tibetan languages.

Yeshi is survived by her husband and two children.

Matthew Preece

Matthew had been with WWF US since
May 2006. He brought to WWF five years of
domestic and international nonprofit experi-
ence and consultancies in India, Chile, Costa
Rica, Peru, the Caribbean, Ecuador and Mexico.
He taught beach ecology in Baja, Mexico, saved
sea turtles in Costa Rica and the Galápagos

Islands, and set up conservation programs in India and Peru.
Matthew was an American and received his bachelor’s degree

cum laude in environmental science from
Vanderbilt University, and a master’s
degree in sustainable international devel-
opment from Brandeis University.

Matthew is survived by his parents,
three sisters and one brother.

Mingma Norbu Sherpa

Mingma was the managing director of the
Eastern Himalayas program at WWF US.

Born in the Sherpa village of Khunde, in the
Everest region of Nepal, Mingma was one of
the first students to graduate from the Hillary
Khumjung School—the first of many schools
developed for Sherpa children with the assis-

tance of Sir Edmund Hillary, famed conqueror of Mt. Everest.
Mingma went on to receive a diploma in parks and recreation
from Lincoln College of the University of Canterbury in New
Zealand, and a master’s degree in nat-
ural resources management from the
University of Manitoba.

Mingma served as a park warden for
Sagarmatha National Park, home to
Mount Everest, becoming the first
Sherpa to serve as warden. He joined
WWF as the director of the Himalayan
program for WWF’s Nepal, Bhutan and
Himalayan program. He was the coun-
try representative of WWF Bhutan and
Nepal for six years prior to his move to the United States in 1998.

Mingma was a recipient of the Gorkha Dhaksin Bahu medal
and the Order of the Golden Ark Award from His Royal
Highness Prince Bernard of the Netherlands.

Mingma is survived by his wife, one son and one daughter.

Dr. Jillian Bowling Schlaepfer

Jill worked as WWF UK’s director of
Conservation, a role she held since July
2004.

While educated in Australia, Jill had dual
Swiss and Australian nationality and was
a permanent resident of Switzerland.

She led the work of WWF UK to support
conservation programs around the world and also within the
United Kingdom, tackling global threats, such as climate
change, through business and government advocacy strategies.

Jill joined WWF UK from WWF International where she was
deputy director of the Forests program for two years. Prior to that,
she worked as a director at the International Federation of Building
and Wood Workers in Switzerland, in the Oregon Department of

Forestry, and in the Australian Federal Public
Service.

Jill is survived by her husband.

WWF Staff in the
Helicopter Tragedy 
[Source: WWF Nepal]

Dawa Tshering, chair
of Kangchenjunga
Conservation Area
Management Council,
greets Chandra
Gurung.

Dawa Tshering
and Mingma
Norbu Sherpa

Jill Bowling Schlaepfer, Dawa
Tshering, Chandra Gurung 
and Jennifer Headley at the
Kangchenjunga dedication 
ceremony.
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Business has an important role to play in achieving spectacular conserva-

tion results. The following companies support World Wildlife Fund by rais-

ing environmental awareness as well as important funds for conservation. 

COINSTAR, INC.
Coinstar, Inc., with a network of almost 12,000 coin-counting

machines located in supermarkets nationwide, supports WWF
by accepting coin donations at participating supermarkets.
Since 2003, Coinstar® has collected more than $150,000 in
donations to help WWF protect endangered wildlife and their
habitats. (coinstar.com)

M&M’S® BRAND
M&M’s® Brand is supporting WWF with their Wild

Adventures collectible wildlife banks. The three uniquely
designed wildlife banks feature the giant panda, the tiger
and the bird of paradise. Each bank is filled with M&M’s®

Chocolate Candies in coordinating colors and comes with
a hang tag including fun facts about the animal. One

dollar from the sale of each bank will be contrib-
uted to WWF to protect endangered species and
habitats around the world. The Wild Adventures
banks are available at the three M&M’s World®

Stores and online at mymms.com. Kids can also
visit worldwildlife.org/wildlifebanks and
download a free map with fun activities and games.

Visit worldwildlife.org/shop for more information on the products

and WWF partnerships mentioned above.

PARTNERSH\IPS
MARKETINGSPECIES SPOTLIGHT

Somewhere between 4,000 and 7,000 snow leopards now live in the remote mountains of
central Asia. Their thick coats are prized by poachers who also claim their body parts for the
medicinal trade. Meanwhile, as prey populations of wild sheep and goats decline, the leop-
ards are increasingly forced to hunt domesticated cattle, goats and sheep, setting the stage
for lethal confrontations with local herders.

To forestall these conflicts, WWF and our partners have devised an innovative program that
gives herders financial assistance and help in marketing their woolen products in exchange
for protecting snow leopards. WWF is also sponsoring important leopard research in Bhutan
and in Nepal’s remote northern mountains.

Habitat: Snow leopards are found only in the mountains of central Asia and the Himalayas.

Diet: Their diet consists mostly of wild sheep and goats, and smaller animals like pikas 
and marmots.

Threats: The main threats are illegal trade and loss of prey.

Interesting Fact: Snow leopards have long hind legs and
shortened front limbs, allowing them to leap 20 to 50

feet through the air.
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Snow Leopard (Uncia uncia)

Help Save the Snow Leopard!
Visit worldwildlife.org/adopt to symbolically
adopt a snow leopard. All funds will be used to
protect these animals in the wild.
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World Wildlife Fund
2006 Annual Report

Almost everyone loves tigers. These magnificent cats
draw crowds at zoos and are often the most popular
animal on display. If only the security of tigers in the wild
were as strong as the symbolic role this majestic animal
plays in our society. But that is not the case. A new
comprehensive report co-authored by WWF, Wildlife
Conservation Society, and Save the Tiger Fund con-
firms an inescapable truth about the ecological health
of our planet: Wild tigers are slipping away from us.

Thanks to WWF’s work over the past three decades,
episodes of recovery dot the tiger range. Where WWF
has provided protection from poachers and safeguarded
wild prey and sufficient habitat, tigers have come roaring
back. In the Terai Arc, WWF is partnering with conserva-
tionists in both the public and private sector to reconnect
and manage wildlife corridors. This includes linking 12
tiger reserves spread over 600 miles in southwestern
Nepal and northwestern India, the two states thought to
hold most of the world’s wild tigers. And our intensive
conservation efforts have led to a recovery of tigers in the
Russian Far East, where in the 1940s there were only 40
individuals and now there are 500. These ambitious
recovery efforts offer models for reversing current trends,
not just in small reserves, but across large landscapes.

Dr. Eric Dinerstein is WWF’s chief scientist and vice president
for Conservation Science. Eric was a co-author of Setting
Priorities for the Conservation and Recovery of Wild Tigers:
2005-2015. He continues to publish and to work extensively
in the field.

Before the 
Last Roar
Preventing the Demise of Wild Tigers

The Amazon
Closer to Home Than You Might Think

■ The Amazon is the largest river basin in the world, and
unquestionably nature’s most abundant treasure. Covering
close to 1.4 billion acres—well over half the size of the entire
United States—it contains a giant tropical rain forest stretch-
ing over nearly 1 billion acres. It generates one-fifth of all the
freshwater on Earth, and provides habitat for one of the
planet’s richest varieties of wildlife, including at least 30,000
plant species. It’s big, it’s beautiful and it seems far away.
Yet every day, we all benefit from the resources of the
Amazon.
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Mozambique is one of the poorest countries on the
poorest continent in the world. But there is hope, and
progress, in the kinds of conservation solutions that
WWF has brought to the area.

Solving both sides of the problem. We are teach-
ing communities about conservation, and supporting
them with the tools and skills to practice it. Ecotourism
and the jobs and income it provides, sustainable agri-
culture, and the creation of markets for local crafts: All
are part of WWF’s comprehensive effort that is having
remarkable success in Coastal East Africa.

End with the beginning. Each place we work is dif-
ferent, and we must always be prepared to invent solu-
tions to problems as we encounter them. One thing,
though, is inevitably the same. We begin our work with
an exit strategy—to empower local communities to
take over the management of their own resources and
their own lives. Our job is to create a system that they
can run, a way for them to create their own prosperous
future. In the end, that’s the only lasting solution.

Philipp Goeltenboth is WWF’s priority leader for the Coastal
East Africa program. He is responsible for leading cross-
cutting teams that work on fisheries, climate change, forestry,
infrastructure development and sustainable livelihoods.

The Nature 
of Poverty
Conservation Gives People a Future

Though far away, the Amazon is one of the most impor-
tant places for people in the United States, second only
to the land on which we live. Every day we benefit from
its resources, from life-saving pharmaceuticals to food
and shelter. And we depend on the Amazon’s ability to
help produce the oxygen we breathe.

Across the Amazon, WWF works with governments
to create protected areas, extractive reserves, buffer
zones and indigenous reserves, and to connect them
into viable landscapes large enough to resist the forces
of destruction. We’re conserving close to 20.3 million
acres at the Amazon’s headwaters, where our habitat
and species studies have influenced the conservation
policies of Peru, Bolivia and Brazil. 

ARPA, the Amazon Region Protected Areas pro-
gram, is a commitment WWF secured from Brazil to
permanently conserve 10 percent of the Amazon. A
critical addition to ARPA this year is Juruena National
Park, twice the size of Yellowstone. It is one of the last
missing pieces in the southern Amazon conservation
corridor, forming a virtual green barrier that will help
control land degradation and agricultural expansion in
a region that has suffered some of the highest rates of
illegal logging and deforestation in recent years.

Dr. Meg Symington is WWF’s priority leader for the Amazon.
Her expertise in tropical ecology, forests and freshwater is com-
plemented by a specialization in international development.

Go online to read the full version 
of WWF’s 2006 annual report:

worldwildlife.org/annualreport
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The Masterpiece in Our Backyard
The Northern Great Plains comprise almost 180 million acres of our country’s most
iconic natural landscape. Once the setting for millions of bison, pronghorn and elk
grazing in an endless sea of grass with skies colored by immense flocks of birds, it is
now the scene of a struggle for both the wildlife and the people who live there. 
WWF is restoring prairie and rivers, reintroducing prairie dogs and black-footed fer-
rets, advocating for sustainable land management, and making conservation an
engine for economic growth through ecotourism. Our goal over the next 20 years is to
increase the coverage of protected areas from only 1.5 percent to at least 10 percent of
the region so that, once again, vast herds of bison can roam over expanses of thriving
native prairie—and so that we, our children and grandchildren can experience the
restored beauty of our Northern Great Plains.

Peace Park on the Tuna Highway
The Coral Triangle contains the most diverse marine ecosystems on the planet. Millions
of people depend on this natural wealth for food as well as livelihoods—in the Sulu and
Sulawesi seas alone, the average annual harvests
reach nearly a billion dollars. 

The Tuna Highway is a major passage in the
Coral Triangle used by tuna as they migrate
between the Sulu and Sulawesi seas and the
Pacific Ocean. It is also heavily traveled by com-
mercial and community fishers who overfish the
tuna. Now, Indonesia and the Philippines have
embraced a WWF proposal to create a Peace
Park that will protect this migratory corridor for
young tunas on their way to the open ocean and
for adult females returning to their birthplaces to
spawn. The park will also benefit the Tuna Highway’s
other overexploited species, including whale sharks,
green turtles, humpback whales and leatherbacks, the
most threatened sea turtle on Earth.

Solving Crimes Against Nature
Each year global crime networks earn billions from illegal wildlife trade. The wildlife
trade monitoring network TRAFFIC—a joint program of WWF and IUCN—works with
governments, industry and communities to ensure that wildlife trade is sustainable. 

In the past year, new models supported by TRAFFIC have yielded impressive
results. From tracking criminals, to supplying intelligence information to authorities, to
educating local customs officials, to sharing best practices, TRAFFIC is proving the
value of our global and local efforts.

A new network apprehends a major
smuggling ring with help from WWF
and TRAFFIC. The Association of South
East Asian Nations Wildlife Enforcement
Network, now the world’s biggest wildlife
law enforcement network, has seized,
with intelligence information provided by
WWF and TRAFFIC, 250 shahtoosh
shawls, made from the wool of approxi-
mately 1,200 endangered T ibetan
antelopes. 

Combating a surge in African elephant ivory smuggling. Between May and July
2006, over 10 tons of ivory were seized in Hong Kong and Taiwan, representing as many
as 800 elephants, a major increase in seizures of African elephant ivory in Asia this year.
It is no coincidence that seizures are happening where WWF and TRAFFIC have trained
law enforcement officials to detect hidden ivory shipments and improve their wildlife
trade controls.

All Things Depend on Climate
Adaptive management through resilience building is WWF’s approach to increasing an
ecosystem’s ability to withstand, recover from, and adapt to change. It calls for alleviat-
ing overall pressures on natural systems so nature’s inherent defense mechanisms have
a chance to work.  

WWF has resilience-building projects around the planet. We are investigating the
restoration of mangroves and their role in increasing coastal resilience to rising sea
level and storm surge, and the incremental benefits mangroves may provide to near-
by coral reefs. 

We are working with communities near coral reefs to reduce agriculture and nutri-
ent runoff that exacerbates coral bleaching.

In the Himalayas, we are studying how glacial melting affects water manage-
ment—from the short-term impact of flooding in downstream villages to the long-
term impact of reduced freshwater.

Polar bears in Russia are moving closer to human communities as their sea-ice
habitat and food sources retreat. WWF is investigating nonviolent ways to mitigate
the human-bear conflicts that sometimes lead to the deaths of humans and bears.

Rebuilding the Green Way
The impetus for the partnership between the American Red Cross and WWF is a shared
conviction: The only way to ensure a healthy future for disaster survivors, of all species, is

through the protection and sustain-
able restoration of the natural sys-
tems upon which we all depend. In
the wake of the 2004 tsunami, WWF
was asked to provide technical sup-
port on green reconstruction to the
American Red Cross in their rebuild-
ing of devastated communities.

Since the partnership began,
WWF has reviewed over 60 million
dollars-worth of Red Cross recon-
struction projects to ensure they are

environmentally sound. Together, we are putting in place long-term solutions for
rebuilding shattered infrastructure and local economies. 

The Power of a Global Network
In July 2005, plans were announced to create the world’s largest oil palm plantation
along Indonesia’s mountainous border with Malaysia. The plantation was expected
to cover more than 4 million acres through the island’s two largest protected areas,
effectively ripping the heart of the forest out of Borneo. WWF launched a successful
effort to redirect the proposal to more appropriate land, outside the conservation
area, that had already been cleared. This extraordinary win was the result of a high-
profile advocacy, communications and policy campaign led by the WWF Network.

Through the Heart of Borneo program we hope to save the largest remaining con-
tiguous forests in Southeast Asia. Protection of these forests is essential not only for
their incredible biodiversity but also for the millions of people reliant on their goods
and services. The signing of the official trinational Heart of Borneo agreement was
expected for December 2006.

■ In May, for the first time in 120 years,
five wild, genetically pure bison were
born on the plains of eastern Montana.
The newborns belong to a herd of 16
bison released as part of the American
Prairie Restoration Project, which has
been compared in significance to the
restoration of the Statue of Liberty. The
bison make their home on a new
prairie reserve created by WWF and
the American Prairie Foundation. 

■ Climate change has the potential to dwarf every other threat the Earth faces. WWF is innovating adap-
tive strategies to reduce its impacts while taking direct actions to stop it. 
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■ WWF has convinced two
countries that the only real
way to win the fierce fight
over the wealth of the ocean
is to join together to protect it.
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■ WWF successfully defeated a proposal for the world’s largest oil palm plantation, which threat-
ened to destroy the last remaining intact forests of Borneo.
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Educating Future Leaders
Sponsored by Nissan North America, the new Nissan-
WWF Environmental Leadership Program enables
young leaders on U.S. college campuses to become
better advocates for the environment by providing
them with opportunities to interact with scientists, pol-
icymakers and business leaders; gain experience in
field research; and build a peer network. In April, 18
students were selected to receive a cash award,
attend an environmental summit in Washington, D.C.,
and participate in an Earthwatch Institute research
expedition in South Africa.

Continuous Innovation
Today’s conservationists are more likely to carry a lap-
top than a machete, and use satellites to pick up hot
trails. Here are just some of the innovations WWF sci-
entists have integrated into their work.
HydroSHEDS. WWF has produced the first-ever high-
resolution map of rivers and watersheds worldwide.
Using a high-resolution scan of the world’s surface taken
during a space shuttle mission in 2000, WWF scientists
identified where water flows across land virtually any-
where on Earth, making complex new analyses possible.
Radio collars. Radio transmitter tags allow scientists
to track animals via satellite or using mobile tracking
devices, gathering vital information on behavior and
movement.  
Cybertracker. This device uses simple icons of ani-
mals, GPS satellites, and computers to track wildlife.
Icon-based, the tool overcomes language and reading
problems as it automatically records coordinates.
Camera traps. WWF uses cameras with infrared sen-
sors to obtain data about wildlife and their habitats.
WildFinder. WWF’s database of over 26,000 species
is the world’s most comprehensive dataset of wildlife,
and a valuable resource for scientists, students, edu-
cators and nature enthusiasts. 
Smart Gear. WWF continually increases its efforts to
eliminate bycatch, the incidental capture of nontarget
species, one of the greatest and most pervasive
threats to life in the oceans. WWF addresses these
threats in a comprehensive program by working with
communities and fishing industry leaders and influenc-
ing policy at the national and international levels.

WWF Funding and Financial Overview
By any measure, investing in WWF’s conservation work is a sound decision.

WWF ended fiscal year 2006 having made major
conservation investments that produced significant
results around the world. Conservation program
spending including public education increased 
22 percent over last year to $125.8 million. Our 
program-to-operations ratio, a measure used by
many external charity rating organizations, became
even stronger, moving to 83 percent of spending
directed to worldwide conservation activities. 

Operating revenue increased 20 percent over
FY05 to $151 million. Healthy investment returns
grew by 12 percent. Our strong current financial
health provides a base from which to deliver on-the-
ground results in the new year. These results were
made possible through the financial contributions of
our many valued supporters. We received $59.9
million from our members and donors, $29.5 million
in government awards, $26.9 million from in-kind
contributions, an additional $20.1 million from foun-
dations, $9.6 million from other WWF network
organizations, and $5 million from corporations.

For an audited financial statement, please write:
Vice President of Finance and Accounting
World Wildlife Fund
1250 24th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20037-1193 D

a
r
r
o

n
 C

o
ll

in
s
/W

W
F

All photos © Frans Lanting/www.LifeThroughTime.com

except where noted.

S
h

a
u

n
 M

a
r
ti

n
/W

W
F

Operating Revenues FY 2006

Total Expenses FY 2006

Government 
grants and 
contracts

20%

WWF network
revenues

6%

In-kind and other
earned revenues

18%

Contributions
56%

Program
expenses
83%

Finance and
administration
6%

Fund-raising
11%

PHOTOGRAPHER FOCUSES HIS
LENS ON HISTORY OF LIFE 

Frans Lanting, a member of WWF’s
National Council, is one of the world’s
greatest photographers. His captivating
images of wildlife and nature have
appeared in a series of books, exhibitions
and countless magazines, including the
National Geographic. In his most ambitious
and impressive project to date, Life: A
Journey Through Time, Lanting travels to the
remote corners of the world to capture the
story of life on Earth. The resulting images are
part of a photo book, Web site (lifethrough-
time.com), traveling museum exhibition and
multimedia presentation orchestrated to the
music of renowned composer Phi l ip Glass.
The Balt imore Symphony Orchestra under
conductor Marin Alsop will perform the piece
on February 22 in Washington, D.C., and
February 23-25 in Baltimore. We recently spoke
with Lanting about the project. 

Capturing the history of life on Earth is
a massive undertaking. Where did this

idea come from? 
The project grew out of an interest

to extend the roots of biodiversity back
in time. These origins manifest them-
selves in the present. I wanted to
unravel history and follow the story

back to their beginnings. People
get to experience the miraculous
story of how life came to be—
from the Big Bang through 4 1/2
billions years of evolution to the
present.

The Life project took seven
years to complete. How did

the project move or change you?
It was a wonderful experience to see the

project come to completion. And to be able to
share the emotional experience of the images
with the powerful depth of the music with an
audience was remarkable.

Throughout the project, I embraced the Gaia
philosophy more and more: Look at life as a col-
lective force, not just separate entities. We have
a global consequence for life on the planet. This
is reflected at the end of the project.

What do you want audiences 
to take away from the project? 

Each piece challenges individuals to create
their own journey through time using the
images, music and their own imagination. I
want the audiences to get a much larger view
of life. I want them to recognize and appreciate
that other life beings depend on us to look at
nature on a global scale.

You’ve been all over the world 
documenting the state of the planet.
How have you witnessed humans’ 
footprint on the environment? 

I’ve become very aware of our human depend-
ency on nature. Nature isn’t a luxury: it’s our basic
need. It’s part of who we are. The effects of
humans on nature are everywhere, especially cli-
mate change. I’m working on a sequel to Life,
which will explore these effects.

I hope that through my work I can be a more
effective spokesperson. I think it’s important to
reach people on an emotional level and help
them understand that they have a personal stake
in protecting the planet that we all depend on.

Is there a place you’ve been with which
you have a special connection? 

My own backyard, which has a meadow and
overlooks the coast of Monterey, California.You
don’t need to go to exotic locales to appreciate
nature.

Why do you support WWF’s 
conservation work? 

WWF is a global entity and understands that
we need to look at nature on a global scale. I’ve
had a long relationship with WWF and appreciate
how you work with conservation partners around
the world to protect the diversity of life. I believe in
your mission. Nature has no borders.

The Life project was made possible with support
from Taschen, Nikon and the Blue Earth Alliance.
Visit lifethroughtime.com for details.

PROFILE: Nature photographer Frans Lanting

Frans Lanting’s Journey Through Time

Quiver trees, Richtersveld National
Park, South Africa

Elephants, Chobe National Park,
Botswana
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■ WWF is achieving remarkable results using technology—like
this camera trap—and invention to tackle some of the greatest
challenges facing nature.
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A copy of World Wildlife Fund’s latest financial report may be obtained by writing to World Wildlife Fund,
1250 Twenty-Fourth Street, NW, Washington, DC 20037; (202) 293-4800. Residents of the following
states may obtain information directly by contacting the state agencies listed below. REGISTRATION
WITH OR LICENSING BY A STATE AGENCY DOES NOT CONSTITUTE OR IMPLY ENDORSEMENT,
APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THAT STATE. 

Florida: A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE
OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE, WITHIN THE
STATE, 1-800-HELP-FLA. SC NO. 00294. Maryland: For the cost of postage and copying, documents
and information filed under the Maryland charitable organizations laws can be obtained from the
Secretary of State, Charitable Division, State House, Annapolis, MD 21401. Michigan: MCIS No. 9377.
Mississippi: The official registration and financial information of World Wildlife Fund may be obtained
from the Mississippi Secretary of State’s office by calling 1-888-236-6167. New Jersey: Information filed
with the Attorney General concerning this charitable solicitation may be obtained from the Attorney
General of the State of New Jersey by calling 973-504-6215. New York: A copy of World Wildlife Fund’s
latest annual report can be obtained from World Wildlife Fund or from the Office of the Attorney General
by writing the Charities Bureau, 120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271. North Carolina: Financial infor-
mation about World Wildlife Fund and a copy of its license are available from the State Solicitation
Licensing Branch at 1-888-830-4989. Pennsylvania: The official registration and financial information
of World Wildlife Fund may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-
free,within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Virginia: Financial statements are available from the State
Division of Consumer Affairs, P.O. Box 1163, Richmond, VA 23218. Washington: Information relating to
the financial affairs of World Wildlife Fund is available from the Secretary of State, and the toll-free num-
ber for Washington Residents: 1-800-332- 4483. West Virginia: West Virginia residents may obtain a
summary of the registration and financial documents from the Secretary of State, State Capitol,
Charleston, WV 25305.
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WORLD WILDLIFE FUND

TRAVEL

Please send me brochures for the following trips:
❏ China and Tibet
❏ Galápagos for Families
❏ Alaskan Parks and 

Wildlife

❏ Please add me to your mailing list to receive WWF travel brochures

Name ________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

City ________________________________ State _________ Zip ______________________

WWF membership number ________________________________________________________

Panda Tracks, a monthly email newsletter, will keep you informed about WWF membership trips
throughout the year. It features reports and photos from past expeditions, information and itineraries
on current trips, and special announcements about new trip offerings.

If you would like to receive Panda Tracks, please provide your email address:
______________________________, or sign up on our Web site at worldwildlife.org/travel.

Return to: WWF Membership Travel Program, 1250 24th St., NW, Washington, D.C. 20037-1132

❏ Kenya Migration Safari
❏ Trips to other destinations:
________________________

❏ Amazon Riverboat
Journey

❏ Mongolia
❏ Family Baja Voyage

(FROM THE MAILING LABEL ON THIS ISSUE)

UPCOMING ADVENTURES!

ALSO COMING!

CHINA & TIBET
Join us on our annual adventure to China to observe
pandas at Wolong Breeding Center and Nature Reserve.
On this expedition, you will have the opportunity to see
pandas of all ages interacting with each other and to
learn about WWF’s efforts to preserve them and their
habitat.A new feature of our itinerary includes four days
in Tibet, where you will explore the ancient temples and
palaces of Lhasa. Also, take a fascinating voyage down the Yangtze River and through the mag-
nificent Three Gorges aboard a comfortable riverboat. Round out your expedition with visits to
several cultural treasures, including the awe-inspiring Great Wall, Beijing’s ancient Forbidden City,
and the Temple of Heaven. Extend your journey with an optional trip to the Huang Mountains.
May 18–June 3, 2007

ALASKAN PARKS & WILDLIFE
Explore the wildlands of Alaska on this new wilder-
ness safari. Discover Denali National Park’s snow-
capped peaks and rolling tundra, the turquoise blue
waters of the Kenai River, the deep green forest of
the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge, and the dramat-
ic coastline at Kenai Fjords National Park. Learn
about the resident and migratory wildlife of the
coast and the tundra while traveling at a relaxed
pace. Sail past tidewater glaciers and search for
marine wildlife such as sea otters, puffins, Stellar
sea lions and whales. Explorations on foot and by

boat take you deep into the heart of Alaska, where you discover some of the country’s most
fascinating wildlife: brown bears, moose, caribou and wolves. Stay at comfortable, remote
backcountry lodges for an unmatched wilderness experience.
June 9–16, 2007

GALÁPAGOS FOR FAMILIES
The Galápagos Islands offer unparalleled opportunities for the
adventurous traveler. The curious visitor can walk among abun-
dant wildlife that has grown to be astonishingly fearless
because it evolved in the absence of humans and large preda-
tors. Join us as we embark on this special family trip, exploring
the islands’ incredible biodiversity, much of which is found
nowhere else on Earth. Here you can sit quietly just a few feet away from a pair of blue-footed
boobies or observe marine iguanas as they bask on glistening black lava rocks. In addition to your
explorations on land, plunge into the islands’ fascinating underwater world to snorkel among
playful sea lions and over masses of colorful fish—or watch from the glass-bottom boat! Zodiac
excursions along shorelines and cliffs allow for close observation of fascinating wildlife.
June 30–July 9, 2007

AMAZON RIVERBOAT JOURNEY.........MARCH 23–APRIL 1, 2007

MONGOLIA ..........................................JUNE 9–24, 2007

FAMILY BAJA VOYAGE.............................JULY 7–12, 2007

KENYA MIGRATION SAFARI ..............JULY 30– AUGUST 9, 2007
Let WWF take you to the best places on Earth to see spectacular wildlife in its natural envi-
ronment! Travel in comfort and safety with small groups of congenial people who share your
interest in wildlife and wildlands, and learn firsthand about WWF’s conservation priorities. And
remember, by traveling with us, you are supporting WWF’s conservation work around the globe.

We take care of all the planning. So come along —for the adventure of a lifetime!

To receive detailed itineraries for these or other exciting WWF membership trips to North and
South America, Africa, Asia, the Arctic, Antarctica, or the South Pacific, please complete and
return the form below, or 

Phone: 202/778-9683 or toll-free 888/WWF-TOUR (993-8687)
Email: membertours@wwfus.org
Visit: worldwildlife.org/travel
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tion related to one of three annually
rotating themes: political
leadership, scientific lead-
ership and community lead-
ership. It replaces the J.
Paul Getty Wildlife Conser-
vation Prize established in
1974 by the late J. Paul
Getty. The award, currently
overseen by J. Paul Getty’s
son, Gordon, and his family,
is intended to encourage

conservation innovation and heighten
public awareness of the need for conser-
vation. 

Nominees are submitted to WWF by
conservation organiza-
tions around the world
and the winner is chosen
by an independent jury of
individuals from a wide
and distinguished array of
expertise.

Getty Prize
Continued from page 1

WWF Travel Partner Committed 
to Responsible Tourism

In 2002, WWF partnered with tour
operator Natural Habitat Adventures
to expand the travel offerings available
to WWF members. We asked Natural
Habitat Adventures’ president, Ben
Bressler, to talk about their commit-
ment to responsible tourism and their
unique relationship with WWF.

“Twenty years ago, when 
I started Natural Habitat
Adventures, we focused on
student travel. But our ambi-
tions quickly changed as the
baby harp seal hunt in
Quebec, Canada, became the
focus of intense international
scrutiny in the mid-1980s.
We set out to help protect the
seals by creating seal watching
tourism in Quebec’s Magdalen
Islands. The tourism would pro-
vide an alternate source of income
for an economy that, at that time,
was heavily dependent on the seal
hunt. 

“Since then, we have educated over
2,000 travelers about the plight of the
seals and pumped millions of dollars
into the local economy. While the hunt
hasn’t ended completely, it is a mere
shadow of what it once was, due in part
to the positive effects of ecotourism.

“Today, we’ve grown considerably
and now offer unique travel experi-
ences in over 30 countries. In spite of
our growth, we remain committed
to the idea that tourism, when man-
aged properly, can be a powerful con-
servation tool. This is why we
were so thrilled in 2002 to enter into
a partnership with World Wildlife
Fund. This innovative relationship
allows us to integrate conservation
and tourism in bold new ways.

“For travelers, it means receiving
the most up-to-date information on
conservation in the places they are
visiting, and traveling with natural-

ists who are routinely trained by
WWF scientists and experts. 

“For WWF, it means that Natural
Habitat Adventures helps fund WWF
conservation efforts while educating
thousands of travelers about the im-
portance of conserving our precious
natural heritage. This has been a very
rewarding collaboration and we look
forward to continued success in the
future.” 

For more information on Natural
Habitat Adventures, visit nathab.com
or call 800-543-8917.

Ben Bressler
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Her Royal Highness Ashi
Sonam D. Wangchuck
accepted the award from
WWF President Carter
Roberts.G
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Bhutanese prayer flags
Bruce Bunting/WWF
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I’ll help save endangered wildlife wherever it is threatened, whenever it is
threatened. I have enclosed a check to World Wildlife Fund for $ ________.

Mr./Mrs.
Miss/Ms. ____________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________ State___________ Zip ____________________

Member I.D.# ____________________________Phone (_______ ) ______________________

Email Address ________________________________________________________________

■■ Check here if this is a change of address.
Important: To help us serve you better, please provide your old address.

■■ Please send information on how I can include WWF in my will, trust or
estate plans, or make a gift to WWF that provides me with income for life.

Please enclose your tax-deductible check along with this form and return to:
World Wildlife Fund
1250 24th St., NW
P.O. Box 97180
Washington, DC 20037

(see mailing label)

✁
Emperor penguins
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YES!

For A Living Planet...
Support World 
Wildlife Fund

A M F 0 7 0 7 1 0 0 0 0

IN THIS ISSUE:
WWF Honors 
Conservation Leaders

King of Bhutan Wins Getty
Conservation Award

WWF’s 2006 Annual Report
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If you turn 70-1/2 this year, you may
already know that you will be joining

the ranks of those who may be required
to take—and pay taxes on—mandatory
minimum withdrawals from your IRA,
401-k or other qualified retirement plan,
or face a stiff penalty from the IRS.

If you find you do not need the extra
income and would like to perhaps lessen
your tax burden, consider using your
forced withdrawals to make charitable
gifts to help WWF protect the future of
nature.

For our free booklet, Giving Through
Retirement Plans, please call WWF Gift
Planning at 1-888-993-9455 or email
plannedgiving@wwfus.org.

For general membership inquiries, please call 
1-800-960-0993.

Happy Half
Birthday!

Happy Half
Birthday!

ON THE WEB

Looking for out-of-the-ordinary gift
ideas for upcoming special occasions?
Why not consider giving the gift of a
WWF membership—a thoughtful way
to share your love of wildlife and, per-
haps, inspire new conservation advo-
cates.

Your recipients will enjoy these spe-
cial benefits:
■ An official membership card and a

members-only decal with the distinc-
tive WWF panda logo

■ Six full-color issues of FOCUS
■ Wildlife alerts on endangered species

and WWF rescue and relocation efforts
■ WWF’s e-newsletter, with updates on

threatened wildlife, priority ecore-
gions and ways to get involved

■ Invitations to special presentations by
WWF scientists and field specialists

■ Opportunities to travel to wildlife-rich
destinations
Visit worldwildlife.org/give to ex-

plore the different levels of membership
available, each with its own WWF pre-
mium, including WWF hats, umbrellas,
tote bags and fleece wear.

GIVE THE GIFT OF 
WWF MEMBERSHIP

A New Year’s Resolution for Conservation
It’s the time of year when many of us take stock of our lives and vow to

improve not only our own health and well-being, but also that of the world.
WWF gives you lots of easy, yet powerful ways to keep your resolution to help
planet Earth this coming year:

■ Speak out for wildlife and wild places by joining WWF’s Conservation
Action Network. Visit takeaction.worldwildlife.org to sign up for free
email alerts that let you contact decision
makers when your voice is needed.  

■ Inform yourself about the latest con-
servation issues by subscribing to
WWF’s free monthly e-newsletter at
worldwildlife.org. The newsletter is
packed with program news, ways to
engage and updates from the field.

■ Visit worldwildlife.org/shop/ to pur-
chase products that benefit WWF both
by increasing awareness of endan-
gered wildlife and their habitats, and
raising revenue for WWF’s conservation
efforts around the world.

■ Join WWF’s Wildlife Rescue Team at
worldwildlife.org/wrt and protect wildlife
all year long. Your monthly support enables
WWF to respond swiftly to heartbreaking
emergencies as they happen.

Urge your friends to take these actions as
well, and, multiplied together, these efforts
will have a huge positive impact for the natural
world. 
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TAKE ACTION!
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