
protect Sumatra’s spectacular—
and threatened—biodiversity.

“This commitment is monu-
mental and offers real hope for
Sumatra’s tropical forests, which
harbor some of the world’s
rarest species and provide
livelihoods for millions of peo-
ple,” says Tom Dillon, WWF’s
senior vice president. He
added that WWF will work
closely with Indonesia’s govern-
ment to make this bold commit-
ment a reality.

focus
MEMBER NEWS

Your Donations 
at Work

We’re dedicated to
protecting the world’s wildlife
and wildlands as efficiently
as possible: 82 percent of
WWF’s spending is directed
to conservation activities.

Charity Navigator, the
nation’s largest and most-
used evaluator of charities,
named WWF to its top 10 list
of “10 of the Best Charities
Everyone’s Heard Of.” In its
description, the group stated:
“Charitable givers should feel
confident that these national
institutions put their donations
to good use.”

See page 4 to read about
some of the conservation
successes and projects your
generous donations support.

Valentine’s Day Love
Warm the hearts of your

loved ones by making
donations to WWF in their
honor this Valentine’s Day.
See page 8.
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Sumatra’s tropical forests harbor
some of the world’s rarest species,
including the Sumatran rhino. But the
island has what is perhaps the
world’s highest deforestation rate.

WWF is calling on the next adminis-
tration to make freshwater availability
a priority.

Polar bear

WWF’s ‘Greenprint’ for the New Administration
Outlines Initiatives 
to Reduce Threats 
to Peace, Security

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 ➤

Years of hard work by WWF
and our partners came to
fruition when Indonesian officials
signed a historic commitment to
protect the endangered forests
of Sumatra—the world’s sixth-
largest island and the only place
on Earth where tigers, ele-
phants, rhinos and orangutans
coexist. The agreement is the
first island-wide commitment to

Historic Milestone
Reached to Save
Sumatra’s Forests

Saving Sumatra

“Conservation is in America’s 
long-term strategic interest.”
–Bruce Babbitt, Chairman, WWF Board of Directors

As the candidates headed
into the final month of the presi-
dential race, WWF issued a
non-partisan “Greenprint”
agenda to both the McCain
and Obama campaigns. That
document outlines specific ini-
tiatives the new administration
will need to address on cli-
mate change, conservation of
natural resources, food securi-
ty and freshwater availability.

“In our conservation work
around the world, we have long
recognized the connection
between political stability, region-
al security and natural resource
use,” says Carter Roberts,
WWF’s president and CEO.
“These issues are now taking
center stage in the form of cli-
mate change, energy independ-
ence and national security.”

WWF’s Greenprint outlines
policy initiatives that would
reduce threats to global peace
and security in several ways:
by cutting greenhouse gas

emissions and establishing
readiness measures for dealing
with the impacts of climate
change, by ensuring plentiful
food and clean water for peo-
ple around the world, and by
restructuring the government’s
antiquated foreign assistance
program to ensure more sus-
tainable use of the world’s 
natural resources. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 ➤
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Check out WWF’s “Greenprint”
for a New Administration:
worldwildlife.org/greenprint

Take Action! 
Sign a petition thanking
Indonesian officials for
protecting Sumatra’s 
forests. Page 2.
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Orangutans are the largest tree-climbing mammals and the
only great apes in Asia. The forests of Sumatra, where they
live, are disappearing fast due to logging and burning 
to make way for pulp wood, oil palm plantations and 
agriculture.

Our hard work is starting to pay off: In October, 
Sumatra’s leaders signed the first island-wide 
commitment to protect Sumatra’s biodiversity 
(see page 1). 

Habitat: They are found only in
Sumatra.

Diet: Fruit makes up 60 percent of
their diet.

Threats: Habitat destruction and
wildlife trade are major threats.

Interesting Fact: Wild orangutans
have been observed using leafy
branches as shelter, making tools 
to scratch themselves, and using
branches for foraging and honey 
collection.

Orangutan
(Pongo abelii)

Thank Indonesian Officials for
Protecting Sumatra’s Forests

Indonesian officials announced
a historic agreement in October
to protect the forests of Sumatra,
the world’s sixth-largest island
and the only place on Earth
where tigers, elephants, rhinos
and orangutans coexist. Visit
wwf.worldwildlife.org/Sumatra to
sign WWF’s petition thanking
Indonesian officials and urging
them to continue their efforts 
to save Sumatra’s forests. 

Sumatra holds some of the
world’s most diverse—and
threatened—forests, which

For more than 45 years,
WWF has played an integral
role in protecting nature. Visit
worldwildlife.org/history to take
an interactive journey through
the organization’s history. Start
at WWF’s inception in 1961 in
Switzerland, and explore
decades of conservation
results from more than 11,000
projects in 130 countries. Join
WWF scientists and program
leaders as they travel into some of the
world’s most remote locales. From tracking tigers in Asia to meeting
with the conservationists we support in Africa’s Congo Basin to
collaring polar bears in the Arctic, WWF experts share their on-the-
ground experiences in the places we’re striving to save.

worldwildlife.org/firsthand

provide livelihoods for millions
of people and shelter some of
the world’s rarest species. But
since the 1980s, the island has
lost nearly 50 percent of its for-
est cover to logging and agri-
culture. The agreement is a
huge milestone in ensuring that
the remaining forests and
ecosystems are protected.

President’s MessageTAKE ACTION

World Wildlife Fund
1250 24th Street, NW

Washington, DC 20037

202-293-4800

worldwildlife.org

focus January/February
Volume 31 Number 1

speciesSPOTLIGHT

Help save orangutans and other threatened species and their habitats! 
Visit worldwildlife.org/adopt to symbolically adopt an orangutan. Your donation will 
be used in general support of WWF’s conservation efforts around the world.
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In the days following the November election, my
email inbox was deluged with congratulations from
our WWF colleagues around the world, and the

subject line that really grabbed my attention came from Switzerland: “America Is Back.” Indeed,
the priority placed during the campaign on the issues of climate change, the environment,
energy efficiency and international cooperation bodes well for the future of our planet.

We’ve long known that the greatest opportunities—and challenges—in the 21st century 
are building economies and businesses around energy efficiency and fighting the destabilizing
forces of climate change and resource scarcity. We will look for creative, transformative ways
to support the new president in fulfilling his commitments to energy efficiency, renewable
energy and a global deal on climate change. 

The new administration also must address climate change in the context of a broader
environmental, economic and social agenda. We can no longer continue to consume natural
resources at a rate that far exceeds the planet’s regenerative capacity. Last fall we made
specific recommendations to both presidential campaigns that a new administration consider
the nexus between conservation and security, and in that context, consider the need to 
ensure food security, the availability of freshwater, the sustainable use of the world’s 
resources and the creation of economic opportunity that ensures fairness for countries of 
all economic standing. 

Certainly, we can’t ignore the financial crisis around us. Like all prudent organizations, 
WWF is taking measures to manage our costs, reduce our carbon footprint and ensure that
our practices in all areas are as efficient as possible. At the same time, the opportunities for
conservation could not be greater, nor the urgency of our work more profound. 

Like our colleagues worldwide, we see greater opportunities and greater urgency in our
work than at any other time in our history. As you’ll see in this annual report issue of FOCUS,
WWF is making a significant impact around the globe. We are gratified by the support of our
members during a difficult time. Thank you for helping us maintain our momentum when
it matters most.

Carter S. Roberts

A New Era of Opportunity

The opportunities 
for conservation could
not be greater, nor the
urgency of our work
more profound.
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The island’s forests are home to the Sumatran tiger.
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An Interactive Journey 
Through WWF’s History

Take Action! 
To sign WWF’s petition, visit
wwf.worldwildlife.org/Sumatra 
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Plight of the Penguin
Climate Change
Threatening Antarctic
Colonies

Climate change could result
in the dramatic decline or 
complete disappearance of
Antarctica’s penguin colonies,
including 50 percent of emperor
penguins and 75 percent of
Adélie penguins, according to
a WWF report. A global aver-
age temperature increase of
3.6°F, which climate models
forecast could be reached 
in 40 years, would sharply
reduce sea ice coverage in 

the Southern Ocean where
penguins live, breed and feed. 

“From polar bears in the
Arctic to penguins in the
Antarctic, climate change is
having a devastating impact on
animals around the world,”
says Dr. Sybille Klenzendorf,
managing director of WWF’s
Species Conservation program.
“Penguin colonies on Antarctica
have already experienced
sharp declines over the past
half century as rising tempera-
tures have diminished sea ice
conditions and the penguins’
access to food.”

Along the west coast of the
Antarctic Peninsula, sea ice cov-
erage is 40 percent less than it
was a quarter century ago and
penguin populations have
already declined significantly. 

Dr. Richard Moss, WWF vice
president for climate change,
says the impacts are currently
being felt most acutely in polar
regions. “We must heed the
warning from the penguins, the
polar bears and other sentinel
species,” he says. “We must
improve their prospects for sur-
vival and spare other species by
sharply reducing greenhouse
gas emissions. The rapid warm-
ing of the Arctic and portions of
the Antarctic is a clear sign that
our window of opportunity for
solving the climate crisis is
closing. The stakes could not
be higher for the negotiations
on a new global climate deal
that took place in December in
Poland and will conclude next
December in Denmark.”

According to a new WWF report,
Antarctic penguin colonies, including
the emperor penguin made famous in
the movie March of the Penguins, are
threatened by warming temperatures.

WWF and Partners Reinforce, 
Train Guards in Central African Republic

WWF and our partners are ramping up antipoaching patrols in
Central African Republic’s Dzanga-Ndoki National Park following a
disturbing increase in the poaching of forest elephants. In addition
to reinforcing patrols—including building new posts and supporting
and providing equipment—WWF is working with the military to train
more antipoaching rangers.

Dzanga-Ndoki National Park is part of the Sangha Tri-National
Landscape, home to slightly more than 8,000 forest elephants, most
of which are concentrated in protected areas. The current poaching
crisis began last March when a group of heavily armed men invaded
the park and killed at least 10 elephants. “The poachers were armed
with automatic weapons, so it’s a very dangerous situation for the
rangers but fortunately no one has been injured,” says Matthew
Lewis, program officer in WWF’s Species Conservation program.

In addition to elephant poaching,
WWF and other conservation
organizations are concerned
about the potential threat of the
Ebola virus to the region’s great
apes. WWF is supporting the
efforts of scientists from other
organizations who are working
to develop a vaccine.

“Ebola has not reached the
Sangha Tri-National Landscape
yet,” Lewis says, “but it has
spread like a wave through
Gabon and Republic of Congo
and has wiped out 90 percent of
the gorillas in the places it has
passed through.”

Elephant Poaching
Increasing in Congo Basin
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More than three-quarters of the world’s population lives in
nations that are “ecological debtors,” where national consumption
has outstripped the country’s biological capacity, according to
WWF’s Living Planet Report 2008, which is produced with the
Zoological Society of London and the Global Footprint Network. 

According to the report, the United Arab Emirates, the United
States and Kuwait have the largest national ecological footprints
per person.  On the other end of the scale are countries such as
Haiti and the Congo, which have a low ecological footprint per
person, but face a future of degrading biological capacity due to
deforestation, increased demands from a rising population, and
export pressures. 

The Living Planet Report, published by WWF every two years
since 1998, has become widely accepted as an accurate analysis
of the Earth’s ability to remain a “living planet.” This year, for the first
time, the authors added new measures of global, national and indi-
vidual Water Footprints to the two measures used in past reports,
the Ecological Footprint of human demand on natural resources and
the Living Planet Index, a measure of the state of nature.

Visit worldwildlife.org/lpr to read the full report.

WWF Report Warns
Against Living Beyond
Planet’s Means
U.S. Scores Among Nations 
with Largest Ecological Footprint

In early fall, hundreds of Magellanic penguins
(left), native to the southern tip of Argentina,
mysteriously washed up on beaches around
Rio de Janeiro, many emaciated or dead. Some
scientists speculate that changes in ocean cur-
rents or temperatures, which may be related to
climate change, could be responsible for their
movement more than 1,000 miles north of their
traditional nesting area. An article in the journal
BioScience concludes that penguins may be
driving farther north in search of food as prey
populations shift in response to climate change.

A PENGUIN MYSTERY

WWF and other conservation
organizations are concerned about an
increase in poaching of forest
elephants and the potential threat of
the Ebola virus to great apes.
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08ANNUAL REPORT

Climate change has been a priority for WWF for over 20 years, a period in
which scientists, policy experts and conservationists have increasingly worked
together to understand the causes and impacts and determine how to steer a
path to both climate stability and protection of the world’s natural resources.
These have been perhaps the most important decades in what is now more than
100 years of the scientific community’s study of the world’s climate.

Responding to Climate Change

Delivering on a 
Global Commitment

Standing on a foundation of 20 years of active
engagement in the science and politics of climate

change, WWF is focused on the interplay of domestic
and international policies and on weaving together
actions to slow climate change with those that pre-
pare places, species and people for the conse-
quences of changes we can no longer avoid. 

THE NEXT GLOBAL TREATY

WWF has long sought to advance the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change, an international treaty
committing countries to cooperate in reducing green-
house gas emissions and adapting to climate change.

Today we are supporting an expanded global cli-
mate agreement that dramatically strengthens the
original UN treaty. We will encourage the United
States to join the international community in a binding
commitment to reduce net greenhouse gas emissions
by at least 80 percent below 1990 levels by 2050.

OUR FUTURE

We are pursuing opportunities to catalyze further action
in the United States and around the world, building on
our strengths and developing partnerships. In so doing,
we can ensure future generations a world sustained
and enriched by a diverse and healthy natural heritage. 

From an annual report article by Dr. Richard H. Moss, 
WWF’s vice president for climate change and visiting 
senior research scientist at the Earth Systems Science
Interdisciplinary Center of the University of Maryland.

In 1989, WWF predicted that climate change would
have major impacts on communities and on species

populations isolated by development. Just 12 years
later, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) concluded that “recent regional climate
changes, particularly temperature increases, have
already affected many physical and biological systems
in many parts of the world.” 

GETTING THE JOB DONE

In the coming year, WWF’s adaptation and resilience-
building activities will coalesce around three areas.

First, we will complete community-based assessments
in each of our priority places, coordinating our work
with other conservation and development organiza-
tions to achieve more mean-
ingful and scalable results. 

Second, we will continue a
series of on-the-ground adap-
tation projects to test ways to
enhance the resilience of
ecosystems and species. 

And third, we will influence
the policy debate, emphasiz-
ing in particular the need to
fund adaptation programs. 

THE ADAPTATION
NETWORK

By dramatically intensifying
efforts relating to climate
change impacts, vulnerability
and adaptation, WWF will
improve the chances that
wildlife can adapt and survive. And we can help com-
munities make the right choices as they confront the
disruptive consequences of climate change.

From an annual report article by Dr. Jeff Price, WWF’s 
managing director for adaptation.

Deforestation and degradation of the Earth’s
forests release carbon into the atmosphere, con-

tributing as much as 20 percent of all global carbon
emissions, more than any single source other than the
combustion of fossil fuels for electricity and transport.

WHERE FOREST AND CLIMATE POLICIES MEET

WWF is advocating for the inclusion of
forests in the post-Kyoto international cli-
mate agreement under an approach 
called REDD—Reduced Emissions from
Deforestation and Degradation. REDD
will set the global framework for national
and local policies that keep forest-based 
emissions down and preserve the tropi-
cal “greenbelt” encircling the Earth along 
the equator. 

SAVING FORESTS AND 
SLOWING CLIMATE CHANGE

WWF has set a bold goal of zero net
deforestation and emissions from
deforestation by 2020. WWF’s work on
REDD is a major new effort that takes
advantage of this historic opportunity. It

Conserving Nature in
a Changing Climate

■ WWF is at the forefront of protecting the
world’s natural resources and human
livelihoods from climate change.

Spare the Forest, Slow the
Speed of Climate Change

■ Each minute, the world loses 36 football
fields worth of forest, threatening
biodiversity and increasing the amount 
of carbon dioxide in our atmosphere.
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Go online to read the full version of WWF’s 2008
annual report at worldwildlife.org/annualreport
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also contributes to our goal of ensuring that people,
species and natural places around the world will
benefit from slowing the speed of climate change.

From an annual report article by Christine Pendzich, who

leads the work of the WWF Network on the connection

between forest conservation and climate change.

Results Around the World
Threats to the planet’s natural resources continue to roll forward, and WWF
continues to take on the myriad challenges, applying our expertise and
passion to finding solutions. Below is just a sampling of successes achieved
in the past year. With dedication, we continue to push toward our goal: By
2020, WWF will conserve 19 of the world’s most important natural places
and significantly change global markets to protect the future of nature.

After six years of research and negotiation by WWF, Russia

officially established Anyuiskii National Park, important habitat

for the endangered Siberian tiger.

A WWF community conservation project to strengthen

governance and sustainable livelihoods in the Huilliche Territory

of Mapu Lahual was awarded Chileʼs prestigious Bicentennial

Seal. The program benefits nine impoverished Huilliche coastal

communities, allowing them to improve their quality of life while

conserving their natural resource base.

At the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation

Summit (APEC), 21 world leaders endorsed

the Coral Triangle Initiative on Coral Reefs,

Fisheries and Food Security. WWF con-

tributed to the creation of the initiative, which

brings together six governments to address

threats such as overfishing, destructive

fishing 

practices, pollution and climate change.

In 1997 there were just 2,599 black rhinos (above) and 8,466 

white rhinos remaining in the wild. Today—in spite of persistent

poaching and illegal trade—black rhino numbers have grown to

nearly 4,000 and white rhinos to 14,500. Much of this recovery

can be attributed to the work of WWFʼs African Rhino Program—

which just celebrated its 10th anniversary—and our partners.

In the Congo Basin, WWF made progress in

our efforts to create an expansive protected

network to preserve the regionʼs tropical rain

forests and their high concentration of carbon

stock, which is critical to mitigating global

climate change.

Illegal logging in Indonesia is one of the main reasons the

country is rapidly losing its forest cover. WWFʼs work includes

efforts to stop illegal logging and promote sustainable forestry

around the world.

Together, WWF and CARE received a $3.1 million grant to

advance our joint program to support sustainable rural

livelihoods in the Primeiras and Segundas region of

Mozambique. Our goal is to improve and diversify the

livelihoods of poor fishing communities while reducing 

pressure on the fragile ecosytem.

Funding & Financial
Overview
In FY08, with increased income from operations, a
healthy balance sheet and continued revenue
source diversification, WWF directed over $160
million to conservation.

Total Expenses FY 2008

Government 
Grants and 
Contracts 
$26.1M

Foundation
Contributions
$19.3M

Corporate
Contributions
$10.1M

WWF Network
Revenues
$14.6M

Individual
Contributions
$85.7M

Program Expenses
$161.8M

Fundraising
$22.3M

Finance and
Administration 
$12.5M

Operating Revenues FY 2008

In-Kind
Contributions
and Other
Revenues
$40.7M

WWF is ranked by Charity Navigator as a good
investment choice with a four star rating.

WWF meets the BBB Wise Giving Alliance Standards
for Charity Accountability.

� 82 percent of WWF’s spending is
directed to worldwide conservation
activities.
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Seven-Year-Old’s 
Book Supports WWF

While waiting for his younger
brother to finish a tae kwon do
lesson last year, Erik Uebelacker
started thinking about a fasci-
nating fact about butterflies
which he had learned that day
in his second grade science
class.  “Butterflies sense
through their feet,” Erik recalled,
“so I wondered what would
happen if they wore shoes—

“Butterflies sense through their
feet…so I wondered what would happen if they wore
shoes—then maybe they couldn’t taste anything.”

After printing the book them-
selves and creating a website
(butterfliesshouldntwearshoes
.com), Erik decided to donate
the funds raised by the book 
to help save endangered
species. To date, he has donat-
ed $2,000 from the proceeds
of Butterflies Shouldn’t Wear
Shoes to WWF, his favorite
wildlife charity. 

There have been several
book signings, including one 
at WWF headquarters, during
which Erik presented staff with
a check. A highlight of the 
day was when Erik met with
WWF tiger conservationist Dr.
Shannon Barber-Meyers, and
she gave him a field journal
she had kept during a tiger
tracking expedition in
Southeast Asia.

So are there more books
planned by this budding
author, who also aspires to be
an artist, archaeologist, chef or
inventor? “I have an idea for a
novel, but it’s a chapter book,
so I’ll have to get a few more
little books written first.”  

6 • JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2009 FOCUS

Butterflies Shouldn’t Wear Shoes

WWF Checks from
Message!Products

This WWF check series
features images of eight
endangered species and is
printed on recycled paper
using soy-based ink.
Checkbook covers and return
address labels are also
available. WWF receives 10
percent of the purchase price,
with a minimum annual
guarantee of $25,000.
(messageproducts.com or 
1-800-243-2565)
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then maybe they couldn’t taste
anything.”  

Erik decided to turn the
thought into a book he could
share with others. “Erik said he
wanted to write a book and I
thought it was a great idea,”
says Erik’s mom, Carla Mattioli,
a graphic artist. Together they
set about bringing the story to
life, with Carla designing the
pages and Erik drawing all the
butterflies.

“Conservation is in America’s
long-term strategic interest,”
says Bruce Babbitt, chairman
of WWF’s Board of Directors
and former interior secretary in

the Clinton administration.
“Responsible and sustainable
resource management is criti-
cal not just to protecting
nature, but to avoiding conflict,
alleviating poverty and promot-
ing stability around the world.”

marketingPARTNERSHIPS

Greenprint
Continued from page 1

One in Four Mammals 
at Risk of Extinction
Habitat Loss, Pollution,
Climate Change Must
Be Addressed

WWF is calling on govern-
ments to step up conservation
efforts as more of the world’s
species face an uncertain 
future than ever before. The
Inter national Union for the
Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN)
Red List reveals that one in four
of the world’s 5,487 known
mammals is at risk of extinction. 

The Red List was compiled
by 1,800 experts from 130
countries and shows the effects
that habitat loss and degrada-
tion, overexploitation, pollutants
and climate change are having
on the world’s species.
According to WWF scientists
who helped compile the list,
species like tree kangaroos,
narwhals and Irrawaddy dol-
phins are now closer to extinc-
tion. “Unless we address these
threats immediately, the Red
List will only get longer,” says
Dr. Sybille Klenzendorf, manag-
ing director of WWF’s Species
Conservation program.

For some species, there is
promising news: African ele-
phants went from a listing of
“vulnerable” to “near threat-
ened” because populations in
eastern and southern Africa are
better off today than in the past, 

when ivory poaching was 
out of control. 

“We are encouraged to see
that the African savanna ele-

Threats like climate change are
pushing the tree kangaroo and other
species closer to extinction.

WWF is calling on the new government to restore the health of the world’s
declining fisheries.

phant is benefiting from effective
conservation programs,” says
Klenzendorf. “We can reverse
trends when political motivation
is high and local communities
see the value and benefit from
conserving species.”

Build-A-Bear
Workshop©

In August, Build-A-Bear
Workshop© launched Zebra,
the ninth and latest in the
WWF Collectifriend ™ series.
There are currently two
species of zebra listed as
endangered: the Grevy’s zebra
and the mountain zebra. Both
are threatened by habitat loss.
Build-A-Bear Workshop
donates $1 from the sale of
each Zebra to WWF to help
save wildlife and wild places
around the world. Since 2000,
Build-A-Bear Workshop has
donated over $1.7 million to
WWF. (buildabear.com or 
1-877-789-2327)

WWF’s ‘Greenprint’ for a New Administration
WWF is calling on the new administration to act decisively

in specific areas to protect the country’s interests and guide
the planet toward a safer, sustainable future.

Climate Change 
• Lead the global effort in securing a new climate 

change treaty
• Curb deforestation, a major culprit in greenhouse 

gas emissions
• Propose legislation to establish a cap and trade 

program for greenhouse gases
• Develop a strategy for confronting the impacts of 

climate change

Food & Water Security
• Develop performance-based standards for biofuels
• Overhaul management policies to restore the health of 

the world’s declining fisheries
• Lay the scientific and policy groundwork for global 

water security

Sustainable Management of Natural Resources
• Restructure foreign assistance programs to better integrate

conservation and sustainability
• Invest in our natural assets 
• Undertake a new engagement with China

–Seven year-old Erik Uebelacker
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The agreement was announc ed
on October 9 at the IUCN
World Conservation Congress
in Barcelona, Spain. All of
Sumatra’s 10 provincial gover-
nors and four ministers
endorsed the plan to re -
store critical eco ystems,
protect important forest
habitat, and create eco -
system-based spatial
plans as the basis for
devel opment on the
island. 

The agreement
came shortly after 
the government of
Indonesia agreed to
more than double the size of
Tesso Nilo National Park, critical
habitat for Sumatran elephants
and tigers. WWF helped estab-
lish Tesso Nilo in 2004, and
advocated for its expansion
because it is one of the last forest
blocks large enough to support
a viable population of endan-
gered Sumatran elephants.

Last Hope for Sumatra’s
Biodiversity?

Sumatra has what is perhaps
the world’s highest deforesta-
tion rate—it has lost nearly half
of its forests since 1985. In
Riau Province, 65 percent of
the forests have been lost,

resulting in an 84 percent
decline in its Sumatran ele-
phant populations and a 70
percent decline in its Sumatran
tiger populations. The palm oil
and pulp and paper industries
are the biggest contributors to
the island’s forest loss.

The forests are
important not only for
the island’s biodiversi-
ty, but also for the
world’s climate. More
than 13 percent of
Sumatra’s remaining
forests are peat
forests, which sit
atop the deepest
peat soil in the world.
Experts believe that
the clearing of these

forests is a major source of
carbon emissions, which cause
climate change. 

“By protecting these forests
from deforestation, Sumatra will
provide a significant contribution
to mitigating global climate
change,” Marlis Rahman, vice
governor of West Sumatra
Province said after the agree-
ment was signed. “We are call-
ing on international communities
to support us in implementing
this commitment on the ground.” 

WWF will continue working in
Sumatra, offering technical,
financial and advocacy sup-
port, to make the Sumatran
declaration a reality. 
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Financial information about World Wildlife Fund can be obtained by contacting us at 1250
24th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20037, 1-800-960-0993, or as stated below.

Colorado: Colorado residents may obtain copies of registration and financial documents
from the office of the Secretary of State, (303) 894-2680, http://www.sos.state.co.us/ re:
Reg. No. 20023005803. Florida: SC No. 00294. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL
REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION
OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE, WITHIN THE STATE, 1-800-HELP-
FLA. Georgia: A full and fair description of the programs and activities of World Wildlife
Fund and its financial statement are available upon request at the address indicated above.
Illinois: Contracts and reports regarding World Wildlife Fund are on file with the Illinois
Attorney General. Maryland: For the cost of postage and copying, documents and
information filed under the Maryland charitable organizations laws can be obtained from
the Secretary of State, Charitable Division, State House, Annapolis, MD 21401, (800) 825-
4510. Michigan: MICS No. 9377. Mississippi: The official registration and financial
information of World Wildlife Fund may be obtained from the Mississippi Secretary of State's
office by calling 1-888-236-6167. New Jersey: INFORMATION FILED WITH THE
ATTORNEY GENERAL CONCERNING THIS CHARITABLE SOLICITATION AND THE
PERCENTAGE OF CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED BY THE CHARITY DURING THE LAST
REPORTING PERIOD THAT WERE DEDICATED TO THE CHARITABLE PURPOSE  MAYBE
OBTAINED FROM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY BY
CALLING 1-973-504-6215 AND IS AVAILABLE ON THE INTERNET AT
www.state.nj.us/lps/ca/charfrm.htm. NewYork: Upon request, a copy of the latest annual
report can be obtained from the organization or from the Office of the Attorney
General by writing the Charities Bureau, 120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271. North
Carolina: Financial information about this organization and a copy of its license are
available from the State Solicitation Licensing Branch at 1-888-830-4989. Pennsylvania:
The official registration and financial information of World Wildlife Fund may be obtained
from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-
732-0999. Virginia: Financial statements are available from the State Office of Consumer
Affairs, P.O. Box 1163, Richmond, VA 23218. Washington: The notice of solicitation
required by the Charitable Solicitation Act is on file with the Washington Secretary of State,
and information relating to financial affairs of World Wildlife Fund is available from the
Secretary of State, and the toll-free number for Washington residents: 1-800-332-4483.West
Virginia: West Virginia residents may obtain a summary of the registration and financial
documents from the Secretary of State, State Capitol, Charleston, WV 25305.

REGISTRATION IN THE ABOVE STATES DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL,
OR RECOMMENDATION OF WORLD WILDLIFE FUND BY THE STATE.

Saving Sumatra
Continued from page 1

Please send me brochures for the following trips:

❏ China
❏ Borneo
❏ Backcountry Alaska
❏ Mongolia

❏ Please add me to your mailing list to receive WWF travel brochures

Name___________________________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________________ State ________ Zip______________________

Our monthly travel e-newsletter highlights WWF tours throughout the year, including
announcements about new trips and special offers. If you would like to receive the travel 
e-newsletter, please provide your email address: , 
or sign up on our website at worldwildlife.org/travel.

Return to: WWF Travel Program, 1250 24th St., NW, Washington, D.C. 20037-1132

❏ Amazon
❏ India
❏ Trips to other specific destinations: 
_____________________________________________________________

WWF offers more than 40 wildlife tours all over the world year-round. 
Among our trips in 2009:

Classic China
Watch giant pandas interact at China’s largest wildlife
park and learn how the endangered bear inspired WWF’s
mission so many years ago. Explore the treasures of
Beijing’s ancient Forbidden City, the Great Wall and the
Temple of Heaven, and take a voyage along the scenic 
Li River.
May 4–17, 2009

Into the Heart of Borneo
The world’s third-largest island boasts a powerhouse of
biodiversity, including a wealth of wildlife and endemic
flora. Visit a rehabilitation center where orphaned orang-
utans learn survival skills that help them reintegrate into
the wild. And trek deep into the rain forest to look for pro-
boscis monkeys, flying fox bats and barking deer.
May 29–June 13, 2009

Backcountry Alaska
Be among the first travelers to stay at the brand-new,
eco-friendly Kenai Fjords Glacier Lodge—accessible
only by boat and facing the stunning Pederson Glacier—
on our annual exploration of the last frontier. Brown bears,
moose, caribou and wolves are among the wildlife you
may see at beloved Denali National Park.
June 5–14, 2009

Natural Wonders of Mongolia
Stay in traditional tent-like dwellings, called gers, just as
Mongolia’s hospitable nomadic people do, on our visit  to
one of the world’s most off-the-beaten path travel destina-
tions. Explore the famed Gobi desert to photograph the
brilliantly hued Flaming Cliffs and look for majestic
Przewalski’s horses and the endangered two-humped
Bactrian camel.
June 6–19, 2009

With WWF, you’ll journey to the world’s top spots to see spectacular wildlife in its natural environment. You will
travel with small groups of like-minded people who share your interest in wildlife and the environment. By trav-
eling with us, you are supporting WWF’s conservation work around the globe. So, join us on the adventure of
a lifetime!

To receive detailed information about these or other trips in WWF Travel’s 2009 lineup—including North and
South America, Africa, Asia, polar regions and the South Pacific—please complete and return the form
below, or contact us:

Phone: 202-778-9683 or toll-free 888-WWF-TOUR (993-8687)

Email: travel@wwfus.org

Visit: worldwildlife.org/travel

wwfTRAVEL
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Economic changes
are a challenge for
Sumatra’s people.

Located on the Equator, Sumatra is the world’s sixth largest island.

UPCOMING ADVENTURES!

ALSO COMING!

The Amazon Voyage .................................................................................March 6–15, 2009
Wildlife of India: In the Path of the Tiger ......................................................April 3 –19, 2009
Kenya...........................................................................................................June 4–15, 2009
Beyond the North Cape: Norway’s Fjords and Arctic Svalbard ..............August 7–22, 2009

❏ Kenya
❏ Norway and Svalbard
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WWF Banners for 
Your Online World

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2009 • VOLUME 31, NUMBER 1

Polar bear
© Howard W. Buffett/WWF-US

Show your support of WWF everywhere you go online
with WWF’s new downloadable banners. Post a banner
or badge on your social networking pages, blog or web-
site to show your commitment to conservation. Visit the
Social Spot at worldwildlife.org/how/socialspot to view
all the available banners. Simply copy and paste the
HTML code to proudly show your support!

©
 M

ar
tin

 H
ar

ve
y/

W
W

F
-C

an
on

NewYear’s 
Resolutions…

NewYear’s 
Resolutions…

❏ Spend more time with family 
❏ Exercise more
❏ Update my will or trust!
✗

✗

When updating your estate plans, please consider
including WWF. With proper planning, you can

• make a lasting contribution to conserve 
wildlife and habitat

• retain lifetime income to provide for 
retirement, elder care, or educational expenses

• realize substantial tax savings

3For more information, please call a WWF Gift Planning
representative toll free at 1-888-993-9455

or email legacygifts@wwfus.org.

For membership inquiries, please call 1-800-CALL-WWF.

Gifts of Love

Earth Hour 2009– 8:30 p.m., March 28

Join millions around the world who are turning off their lights 
for one hour–Earth Hour. By flipping your light switch, you can
demonstrate concern for our living planet and send a strong 
message to our leaders that you support action on climate change.

This year, the goals for Earth Hour are bigger, because the 
stakes are higher. Throughout the year, we’re sending messages
to our leaders that we must act now to stop climate change, 
and we must do so in partnership with our global neighbors. 
Visit earthhour.org for samples of letters you can send to your 
members of Congress and other ways you can take action.

Turn out. Take action. 
Visit earthhour.org
and sign up for 
Earth Hour 2009. 

08ANNUAL REPORT

Warm the hearts of your loved ones by making donations to WWF in their honor this Valentine’s Day.
Symbolically adopt a species—like this polar bear—and send it in a special WWF Happy Valentine’s
Day bag! Share the message and beauty of conservation with a $50 donation for handmade açai
bracelets. Show your support of the fight against climate change—contribute $50 to WWF’s conser-
vation efforts around the globe with a “Hotter Than I Should Be” t-shirt.

Visit worldwildlife.org/myvalentine to see these ideas and hundreds more.
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